l)  201 7  SBC  ANNUAL  NOW 

AVAILABLE  FOR  VIEW 


GRAHAM  LAYS  IN  CAPTTOL 


IN  PRISON-MADE  CASKET 


MONTREAT.  N.C.  (BP)  — The 
late  beloved  evangelist  B4y 
Graham,  who  died  Feb  21 
at  the  age  of  90.  was  only 
the  fourth  private  citizen  to 
be  allowed  to  lay  in  honor  in 
the  U.S.  Capitol  Rotunda  in 
Was  hington,  D  C  .  It  wee  ateo 
the  first  time  anyone  could 
roc  4  that  a  ptoewood  coffin 
fanioned  by  prisoners  hands 
wn  used  in  the  Rotunda. 

The  plywood  casket  with 
a  •  vooden  cross  nafled  on 
to  J  was  buit  by  inmates  of 
Icnsiana  State  Penitentiary  at 
,<'<Qola.  the  largest  maximum 
s  ecurity  prison  in  the  nation 
( tfaham  s  late  wife  Ruth  was 
Iso  buried  in  one  of  the 
‘  andmade  coffins  upon  her 
jaeth  in  2007. 


BRIEFS 


Annual  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  is. 
available  for  download  and 
text  search  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Hatoncel  Library  and 
Archives  (S0HLA)  website. 
sbhla.org.  The  20T7  edition 
joins  annual*  archived  to  the 
SB  :*  1846  inosption.  The  an- 
nuals  are  iwA  access  to  SBC 
tatvoiy  aitoj^e^inducing 


and  to*  of  staff,  trustees, 
and  committees,  said  SBHLA 
cfirertor  Tafley  Halt  "Anyone 
from  anywhere  can  vww  and 
keyword  search  tie  annual 
proceedings  from  t84Bprse- 
ent.  online.'  Hal  said. 


The  survey  takas  about  10 


C<3mpematk)nSurvey  Survey 
Taspondertptan  enter  to  win 
an  iPad  The  survey's  rseuks 
w4  be  made  eveilabls  in  tie 
eerty  M  in  tons  for  many 
churches  considering  their 
2019  budgets  The  survey  is 

the  largest  free  church  com- 
lensation  study  in  tie  US 


Graham,  99,  now  in  the  presence  of  God 

Southern  Baptist  leaders 
praise  life,  mourn  passing 
of  an  evangelistic  ‘giant’ 


NASHVILLE  (BP  end  local  re-  May  tl 
ports)  -  William  Franklin  “Bfl-  result 
ly"  Graham  Jr.,  99,  an  ordained  the  Go 
Southern  Baptist v 

mioBter  and  the  'Only  eternity 
most  recognizable  -  ' 

Christian  evamrelist  •  ls  expansive 
of  the  20th  century  enough  ID 
and  beyond,  died  measure  the 

Feb  21  in  his  North  imnart 

Carolina  home.  " 

Graham  s  passing  B|**Y  Graham 
sparked  an  outpour-  had  on  our 

ing  of  praise,  re-  world  ' 


measure  the 
impact 
Billy  Graham 
had  on  our 
world.' 


Kevin  Ezell 


of  the  Great  Commission  in 
Matt  28.18-20. 

Among  Southern  Baptists  — 
with  whom  Graham  counted 
himMtf-arangeoOeadenun- 
derarored  the  brood  scope  of  the 
Earned  evangelist’s  influence. 

■  Steve  Gaines,  current 
two-tem  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  and  senior  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Church  in  suburban 
Memphis,  said,  “Billy  Graham 
is  with  Jesus.  He  has  seen  and 
talked  with  our  beloved  Savior. 


May  the  awareness  of  his  death 
result  in  m 
the  Gospel 

to  Jesus 
rcvmitv  "He  is  the  near 
l*Triy  est  thing  to  a  true 

ns,ve  prophet  that  Chris- 

|h  to  tians  have  had  in 

« the  past  century. 

^  He  was  a  man  of  in 

*7*  tegrity,  simplicity, 

aham  love,  and 

l  our  listic  fervency 

d  *  preached  to  more 

people  than  anyone 
^11  else  in  the  history  of 

nmrfcmn  Christianity.  He  was 


V  Jim  Futrml,  executive  di 
rector-treasurer  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
in  Jackson,  said,  *1  think  I  can 
say  without  any  reservation  or 
contradiction  that  no  man  has 
ever  affected  the  eternal  des¬ 
tiny  of  as  many  people  as  this 
one  country  boy  from  North 
Carolina  who  heard  the  call 
of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel 
When  he  surrendered  to  tha 
task,  he  never  looked  back  and 
be  never  wavered.’ 


»  GRAHAM  on  p  9  GRAHAM 


Steele  Church  damaged  in  lightning  strike 


OPEN  TO  PASTORS,  STAff 

DALLAS  (BP)  -  Pastors  and 
church  smpkvees  sre  irvited 
to  partoapele  in  the  biennial 
SBC  Church  Compensation 
Survey,  a  resource  need  by 
churches  of  eff  sizes  to  deter- 


The  parsonage  at 
Steele  Church,  Forest, 
burned  to  the  ground  in 
the  pre-dawn  hours  of 
Feb.  7  after  lightning 
struck  the  steeple  atop 
the  church's  sanctuary 
next  door  and  cauaad 
structural  damaga  in 
that  section  of  the 
church,  said  pastor  Joey 
Smith.  The  personage  ^ 
wet  unoccupied  at  fh*g| 
time.  Damage  estimaWtol 
were  not  available  at 


'H‘>~  bl”HPfTjfteRN  BAPTWT  HISTORICAL 
SESZwam  AND  ARCWVE6 


*V  L*.  Cantor  in 

- «•  •  T  imitii  ...... 

iTltoBt ,  Bitol  urr^e** 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Win  them  over 


The  world's  population  is  on  the 
move.  Unprecedented  numbers  of 
men,  women,  and  children  are  im¬ 
migrating  to  countries  beyond  the  bound¬ 
ers  of  their  ancestors.  Many  are  doing 
what  immigrants  have  always  done:  flee¬ 
ing  persecution,  disease,  and  hardship. 

Like  all  good  mothers  and  fathers, 
they  long  tor  a  better  life  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  ana  grandchildren,  and  the  United 


Guest  opinion 

with  Frankie  J. 
Melton  Jr. 


media,  what  should  be  die  response  of 
people  of  faith? 

Ffrrt,  the  church  shtnddresptmd 
with  compassion.  Displaying  compas¬ 
sion  does  not  mean  you  need  to  change 


will  you  see  the  baby  again?*  She  said, 
“Maybe  in  three  years. 

1  immediately  thought  of  my  own  chil¬ 
dren  and  how  devastating  it  would  be  to 
send  them  away  for  three  years.  Let  us  seek 
to  understand  the  lives  of  the  immigrants 
we  are  debating. 

Fourth,  people  of faith  should 
respond  relationally.ln  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  another  immigrant  last  year,  I 
learned  that  this  immigrant’s  family  has 
been  living  in  the  United  States  for  20 
years,  yet  they  did  not  have  a  single  white 
American  friend  or  relationship.  Some 
who  talk  in  church  about  how  they  want 
the  world  to  “know  Jesus"  refuse  to  even 
speak  or  seek  a  relationship  with  the  world 
living  beside  them. 

Churches  raise  thousands  of  dollars  to 
send  missionaries  to  other  countries  to 
share  the  Gospel,  yei  the  people  giving 
the  money  will  not  do  the  simple  act  of 
getting  to  know  their  Muslim  neighbor. 
Isn’t  that  hypocrisy? 

There  is  no  sound  more  beautiful  to  a 
person  than  the  sound  of  their  own  name. 

_ Yet,  most  immigrants  develop  a  one-  or 

I  wonder,  “Do  they  two-syllable  American  name  derived  from 
s  in  that  group?"  their  own  because  Americans  are  too 

faith  should  re-  disinterested  to  learn  to  pronounce  their 
aiding.  Can  you  actual  name, 

s  to  leave  all  mat  is 

e  to  a  place  where  Whatever  your  position  on  the  larger 

datives  and  do  not  debate  about  immigration,  Christ  demands 
that  you  speak  kindly,  reach  out  in  love, 
migrant  from  learn  to  pronounce  their  names,  invite 

its  a  day,  six  days  them  into  your  homes,  and  build  a  rda- 

make  ssasA  tkmship  with  thwp. 


Standing  for  right 


ave  been  the  accolades  people  were  equal  before  God.  Ai¬ 
ded  Billy  Graham  since  though  they  came  to  differ  on  secular 
&th  more  than  a  week  political  issues  of  the  day,  King 

Jim  Futral,  executive  acknowledged  Graham’s  unwavering 

i  Mississippi  Baptist  commitment  to  ending  racial  segre- 
oard,  in  his  Directions  gation  and  Graham  mourned  King’s 
>n  page  four  of  this  assassination  as  the  loss  of  a  prophet, 
s  Graham  as  the  “Man  By  the  time  I  personally  beam 

r.m  There  are  many  Billy  Graham  preadrto  the  stand- 
acts  to  back  up  such  a  ing-room-onhr  crowd  packed  into 

ement.  Mississippi  Memorial  Stadium  in 

lies  continue  to  pour  in  Jackson  in  1975,  there  was  no  ques- 
ny  facts  are  highlighted,  tion  among  the  people  there  that 
jnifkant  aspect  ofGra-  anyone  of  any  persuasion,  any  color, 

1  ministry  that  doesn't  any  height,  any  weiriht  -  anything  - 

sriooked  but  often  is  be-  were  welcome  to  walk  down  the  steps 
:ned  so  many  years  ago,  of  the  stadium  to  make  their  profes- 
erent  America  than  we  skins  of  faith  together, 
y.  “There  is  no  scriptural  basis  for 

m  believed  in  and  segregation,"  Graham  once  told  a 

lan  equality,  because  KICK  member  who  confronted  him 
understanding  ofhu-  with  a  twisted  biblical  interprets  - 

as  God’s  love  intended  tion  of  race  relations.  "The  ground 

rifice  God  made  for  all  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  is  level,  and  it 


rate  our 


and  immigrants  among  us.  We  should  be 
reminded  that  Jesus  Christ  Himself  was  an 
immigrant  in  Egypt  after  His  birth. 

Secondly,  people  qf faith  should 
respond  wan  kwing  eommunica- 


b lacks  at  the  cross.” 

He  was  right  then.  He  is  right 
now.  On  die  races,  he  will  be  right 
until  the  day  Jesus  returns. 

Writing  an  otherwise  cynical  com¬ 
mentary  about  evangelical  Christians 
in  the  wake  of  Graham’s  passing 
in  the  Feb.  27  issue  of  The  Clarion 
Ledger  newspaper  in  Jackson,  USA 
Today  columnist  Tom  Krattenmaker 
points  out,  "We  can  learn  from  his 
example  that  it’s  not  only  the  content 
of  our  convictions  and  message  that 
matters,  but  how  we  represent  it  and 


lished  as  a  popular  Christian  evange¬ 
list  when  it  was  noted  in  newspapers 
of  the  dtp  that  he  ordered  rope  ones 
removed  that  had  been  installed  to 
ensure  the  races  were  segregated  at 
his  1953  crusade  in  Chattanooga, 

Tn.  Refusing  to  begin  the  rally  until 
the  ropes  were  taken  down  did  not 
endear  him  to  supporters  of  the 
rfeidly-enforced  racial  caste  system 
of  the  time,  but  he  stood  his  ground 
because  he  was  convinced  it  was  the 
rigH  thing  to  do. 

Those  same  supporters  of  the  old 
system  were  no  doubt  agha*t  again 
when  Graham  had  the  audacity  to 
not  only  install  two  black  ministers 
on  the  planning  committee  for  bis 
1957  New  York  City  crusade,  but 
also  to  invite  a  young  black  minister 
named  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  to 
preach.  (Racial  insensitivities  have 
never  been  isolated  to  the  South.) 
That  crusade  went  into  overtime, 
lasting  16  weeks  and  drawing  nearly 
2.5  million  people. 

Many  years  later,  it  was  revealed 
that  Graham  had  orivately  advised 
the  organization  founded  bv  King 
to  advance  the  cause  of  dvfl  rights 
in  America,  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference.  In  i960,  the 
pair  travelled  together  to  the  Tenth 
Baptist  World  Congress  in  Brazil. 

In  1963,  Graham  posted  King’s  bail 
when  be  wa*  arrested  during  King’s 
so-called  Birmingham  campaign. 


to  her  first  child,  a  little  girl,  tne  Melton  is  assistant  professor  of  Chris- 
nt  and  her  husband  had  to  send  ticm  studies  at  Baptist-affiliated  North 
to  China  to  be  cared  for  by  grand-  Greenville  University  in  Hgerville,  S.C.  His 
because  they  did  not  make  enough  commenUp-y  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
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arguing  our  cases  and  promoting 
our  causes,  liberal  or  conservative, 
religious  or  not,  we  all  seem  to  be 
eva  ngeliring  these  days.  If  we  can 
do  it  more  like  Bifly  Graham,  we 
will  make  a  lot  fewer  enemies  in  the 
process.” 

When  it  came  to  race  relations 
—  and  so  many  other  issues  such  as 
marital  fidelity  and  alcohol  absti¬ 
nence  —  Billy  Graham  practiced  what 
he  preached.  As  Krattenmaker  em¬ 
phasised  in  his  own  way,  we  would 
afl^w^todothcsme^^  ^ 


Graham 


never  forgot  from  whence  he 


JfHnWEAT,  N.C.  (BP)  -  While 
Christian  evangelist  Billy  Gra- 
ham,  who  diea  Feb.  21  at  the 
age  0*99,  was  widely  known  for 
working  across  denominational 
toes,  he  also  was  more  involved 
m  his  own  denomination  than 
many  may  realize. 

Graham,  an  ordained  South- 


evjw  00  *•»  Baptist  Joint  ComaOtee 

ZxFl  Crcfe™  on  Public  Aftiis  in 

maae  a  surprise  «M  to  an  elder-  In  1072.  Graham^*. 

Hobbs’ request,  gj.-wtpr  Brier  Jam* 

f.better  plan  for  supporting  the 


He  vs  as  dominated  for  SBC’  ' 

president  in  ic>6.s  though  ■ 

then-convention  president 

Herschei  Hobbs  ruletf  liraham  *•" 

could  not  be  considered  for  of-  ■''*’& 

tier  that  year  because  he  vs  as  1 

Graham  “has  an  interesting 

•  1  it  den  >rnii wf? i« '  §§ 

sai(’l  Tom  Johnston,  a  profes- 

H  -  ,  ^  1 M 

Kansas  City.  Mo.,  and  author  of  BiWPi^Mi 

Examining  BiDy  Graham’s  Theol- 

JOUNG  PREACHER  -  TWSouth, 
5*1*®*  he  found  a  President  R.G.  Lee  (right)  pastor  of  Belk 
^^O^handHdcomefor  produced  a  youthful  B,lly  Graham  a.  ft 

RtSedin  tS?1 Associate  Re-  rf  fon!?nt,on  in  San  Francisco  (Photo 
fanned  pJ%L£^J£  *”*’*  h*«ooc.  Ubr*y  and  Archive) 

Graham  became  a  Southern  Bap-  published  by  the  convention  —  ofhk 

^MhSSSliiE  ^^rr-^facoon-th.^  Gr 


tian  Resources  that  spedaliasi  in  Way  Research!  turecror  °*  LUe" 

udvlultf  ®*aoto  survey  of  Protestant 

artyhatf  ^i^reri^affert  churAes.  pastors,  UfeWay  Research  found 

«s  *a^M^rsa  SSfiS&jsjs*; 

is  %285£T  zpfiftBsrji 

.yj®°  ^  T  ****  have  watched  a  Billy  search  they  “have  no  idea  who 

ic  North  Graham  sermon  on  television.  Billy  Graham  is  * 

erfth*  hJL2!!i2?*  to  <**  <*  nflly  Graham  was  a  gifted 

his  sermoiM  on  the  radio.  communicator  in  sharingthe 

SdUfe?  booV5  ^  ^  «  <*  *  Gospel.-  McConnell  saki  "His 

V2S'  S“y<&Th?SEi 

*  Graham  newspaper  column.  to  join  him  in  sharing  the  Good 
_  ■  u*  have  attended  a  Billy  News  of  Jesus  Christ? 
GT?S£i£UMde  ,  Rainer,  founding  dean  of  the 

a V?tChed  BiIly  Graham  SdL>l  of  m£ 
«e«rh  ^Yi^5S^rTno?UDe-  swns.  Evangelism,  and  Ministiy 
raeareh  While  Billy  Graham  became  at  .Southern  Seminary  in  LouS- 
»vide-  famous  through  stadium-filled  vflle,  Ky„  priorto  trims the  heJm 
uenc^  crusades,  he  actually  shared  the  of  LifeWay  ChristiimResoun'ps 
arrh^,  8<»d  news^  of  Jesus  Christ  with  said  Graham's  legacy  is  wcurebe- 
arch  is  more  people  through  TV,  radio,  cause  of  the  focusathis  ministry 
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what  took  place  there  as  people 
sponded  to  Billy  Graham  and  tl 
gage  of  Jesus  that  he  preached. 

Time  passed  and  I  v 
Mississippi  preaching 
church  when  Billy  Gra 


n  February  2it  I  like  millions 


around  the  globe  was  stopped 
in  my  tracks  to  think  about  the 
man  of  the  century.  A  man  who  God  so 
blessed  that  he  lived  from  1918-2018, 

and  not  only  filled  his  life  with  years 

but  filled  his  years  with  life.  The  death 
of  Billy  Graham  circled  the  world  in 
just  moments.  Anyone  who  had  been 
touched  by  his  life  had  to  pause  and 
think  about  the  impact  of  a  man  who 
many  had  *een  and  heard  thousands  of 
times  hut  maybe  never  met.  I  am  fully 
aware  that  ten  thousands  of  accolades 

will  be  written  and  spoken  that  will 

surpass  any  of  my  thoughts  and  recol¬ 
lections  of  Billy  Graham,  but  I  could 
not  keep  from  just  walking  through 
the  years  and  the  touches  in  my  life  he 
brought  that  have  and  will  continue  to 
live  in  my  heart. 

The  man  of  the  century?  Unques¬ 
tionably.  Just  think  over  these  nearly 
100  years  he  lived  how  many  great 
people  have  come  and  gone  on  the 
planet.  People  who  truly  were  great 
and  made  a  difference  to  their  country 


Mississippi  preaching  as  pastor  of  a 
church  when  Billy  Graham  came  back 
to  Jackson  in  the  19708.  It  was  going  to 
be  at  Memorial  Stadium,  and  so  while 
1  lived  in  Gulfport,  Shirley  and  I  made 
plans  to  come  one  night  and  hear  Billy 
Graham  again.  We  drove  to  Jackson, 
got  into  Memorial  Stadium,  found  us 
a  seat,  and  sat  through  wind  and  rain 
as  he  preached.  We  watched  as  people 
responded  to  the  call  of  Jesus  to  their 
heart  and  accepted  Him  as  their  Savior. 

No  way  could  I  ever  remember  or 
evaluate  all  the  times  I  heard  his  dis¬ 
tinctive  voice  on  the  radio  or  saw  him 
on  TV  when  the  crusades  took  place. 
While  I  may  not  be  able  to  document 
every  moment  that  1  heard  him  or 
statement  he  made  in  an  interview  or 
sermon,  the  thing  that  has  challenged 
me,  blessed  me,  encouraged  me,  over 
and  over  again,  is  his  staunch,  unwav¬ 
ering  commitment  to  the  Lord  Jesus  to 


Man  of  the  Century 


all  the  preach,  «  Idoootka 

ST" 

<£?•«» 

that  some  of  the  meetina  BiBv  Graham,  snakingriands  Graham,  but  < 

Graham  teffingus  and  teffin*  thanAat  ,b£rt  hthen.  but  now  the  Lord  and 

if  you  came  ^  ®  Ute?  to  meaning  to  me.  The  us.  While  we 

^elidthe^Seofgrangto  nwbh. 

X^Srt^^C°mmUnity  SSSSiX  Md  at  todothatin 

Stt?uKdarouodSe  world.  By  design,  the  very  first  thing  Aat  “Ude8“d.‘ 

1  kept  hearing  of  him,  but  that  was  the  would  happen  in  Cowboys  Stadium  Jesus  wboj£ 

one  and  only  time  that  I  ever  heard  was  going  to  be  a  worship  service,  an  save  and  vrix 

him  in  my  growing  up  years  until  1  was  evangelistic  service  with  Billy  Graham  powers  us  to 

in  high  school.  At  the  time,  we  lived  in  preaSiing.  We  were  there  and  while  I 


of  as  many  people  as  this  one  country 

boy  from  North  Carolina  who  heard  the 

call  of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel.  When 
he  surrendered  to  that  task,  he  never 
looked  back  and  he  never  wavered.  He 

kept  on  preaching. 

For  me  personally  the  moments  that 
l  was  in  his  presence  —  l  am  talking 
about  in  his  presence  slang  with  dwu- 

sands  of  others  -  were  memorable  oc¬ 
casions.  The  first  time  I  ever  heard  him 
preach,  I  believe  it  was  1952,  he  was 
going  to  preach  outside  in  the  football 
stadium  at  Bailey  Junior  High  School 
in  Jackson.  The  little  community  where 
1  lived  planned  to  get  one  of  the  school 
buses  and  load  it  up  with  anybody  and 


Boko  Haram  pulls  off  another  Nigeria  kidnapping 


DAPCHI,  Nigeria  (BP)  -  As 

many  as  101  Nigerian  school¬ 
girls  kidnapped  Feb.  19  by 
Boko  Haram  terrorists  are 
still  missing  after  state  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  admitted  to 
falsely  announcing  many  of 
the  girls’  rescue. 

In  an  attack  reminiscent  of 
the  2014  kidnapping  of  276 
girls  from  Chibok,  Boko  Ha¬ 
ram  raided  the  town  of  Dap- 
chi  in  northern  Nigeria  late  in 
the  evening,  forcing  students 
of  Go/ernment  Girls  Second¬ 
ary  School  and  other  residents 
to  flee  into  the  surrounding 
bush  reported  Reuters,  the 
Associated  Press  (AP),  and 
other  news  agencies. 

On  Feb.  21,  the  Yobe  state 
government  announced  it  had 
rescued  7b  of  the  girls  from 
their  captors,  causing  parents 
to  dance  in  the  greets,  Reuters 
reported.  Anger  fumed  after 
Yobe  Governor  Ibrahim  Gaid- 
am  tfl Id  villagers  *  day  later  that 
the  girls  were  stiD  missing,  Re¬ 
uters  reported  Feb.  22. 


“The  government  said  yester-  guaee,  who  reportedly  said  they 
day  the  girls  have  been  found,  would  never  leave  the  terrorists, 
then  the  governor  came  today  Sahara  TV  posted  the  video  Jan. 
to  say  the  soldiers  are  yet  to  find  15,  saying  it  was  obtained  from 
them,*  Reuters  quoted  Dapchi  journalist  Ahmad  Salkida  who 


resident  Ali  Maidpya  as  saying,  specializes  in  reporting  on  ter- 
“Why  did  they  lie  to  us  before?  rorist  activity  occurring  where 
A  series  of  conflicting  reports  the  girls  were  first  taken, 
emanated  from  the  kidnapping,  Nigerian  President  Muham- 
with  estimates  of  the  missing  raadu  Buhari  claimed  in  De¬ 
bris  ranging  from  50  to  lfrfrTn  cumber  2016  he  had  technically , 


girls  ranging  from  50  to  lOTrin 
reports  from  the  Yobe  police, 
government,  and  others.  Most 
recently,  Dapchi  parents  com¬ 
piled  a  list  of  101  missing  girls, 
the  AP  reported  Feb.  22. 

The  attack  came  four  years 
after  Boko  Haram  enraged  the 
international  communityby  kid¬ 
napping  276  scJjoolgiris  from 
Chibok,  located  about  170  miles 
southeast  of  Dapchi.  While  many 
of  the  Chibok  girls  have  been  re¬ 
covered  or  released,  about  100 
are  believed  still  missing. 

In  January,  Boko  Haram  re¬ 
leased  a  video  claiming  to  show 
about  10  of  the  Chibok  girls, 
speaking  in  the  Muslim  extrem¬ 
ist  group's  native  Hausa  lan- 


defeated  Boko  Haram,  weaken¬ 
ing  the  group  so  much  that  it 
would  only  be  able  to  carry  out 
isolated  suicide  bombings. 

Boko  Haram,  which  began 
attacking  first  Christians  and 
then  others  in  its  attempts  to 
establish  Sharia  law  in  Nigeria, 
has  killed  an  estimated  20,000 
people  and  displaced  2  million 
in  Nigeria  and  neighboring  na¬ 
tions  since  2009. 

The  terrorists  have  claimed 
allegiance  to  the  Islamic  State 
and  have  been  accused  of  in¬ 
creasingly  killing  Christian 
farmers  in  raids  since  2017  in 
cooperation  with  or  under  the 
guise  of  Fulani  herdsmen. 


IN  CAPTIVITY  -  Boko  Haram  terrorists  kidnapped  as  many  as 
101  schoolgirls  from  Dapchi.  Nigeria  Fab.  19.  four  years  after  taking 
27B  schoolgirls  from  Chibok  This  screen  capture  was  taken  from  a 
video  Boko  Haram  released  in  January  claiming  to  show  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  the  Chibok  girls  that  remain  missing  (Screen  capture  from 
Sahara  TV  video) 

0  1  %*  *  *  *  * 
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Grace  and  Government 


ment  allows  us  the  freedom  to  protect 
ourselves.  Churches  and  ministries 
are  struggling  to  balance  Grace  and 
Government. 

When  we  vfcte  in  Government,  we 
are  not  calling  a  pastor.  We  are  elect¬ 
ing  a  public  official.  Therein  lies  a 
big  difference  many  Baptists  need  to 
recognize.  We  want  good  men  and 
women  in  Government,  but  when  you 
need  brain  suraery,  you  want  the  best 
doctors  available,  not  the  best  man  or 
minister.  Grace  is  spiritual— Govern¬ 
ment  is  practical. 

Il  Government,  we  must  be  tolerant 
of  laws  we  dislike.  But  under  Grace, 
we  do  not  condone  judicial  or  legisla¬ 
tive  positions  that  violate  our  Biblical 
Worldview. 

Jesus  expressed  a  proper  tension  be¬ 
tween  Grace  and  Government  In  Mat¬ 
thew  22:21  (KJV),  he  said,  "... Render 
therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  which 
are  Caesar’s:  and  unto  God  the  things 
that  are  Goa’s."  We  balance  Grace  and 
Government. 


Imust  balance  Grace  and  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Though  they  seem 
to  conflict  and  even  contradict  each 
other,  they  must  be  balanced.  As  true 
science  and  the  Bible  can  be  harmo¬ 
nized,  Grace  and  Government  can  be 
harmonized. 

Both  Grace  and  Government  are  of 
God.  Paul  said  in  Romans  13:1,  "Let 
every  soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher 
powers.  For  there  is  no  power  but  of 
God:  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained 
ofGod,"UCJV).  God  instituted  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  the  sake  of  society,  just  as 
he  instituted  marriage  between  a  man 
and  a  woman,  just  as  He  instituted  the 
church  to  be  the  Body  of  Christ  in  that 
local  community.  GOD,  GRACE,  AND 
GOVERNMENt  GO  together. 

But  there  are  decisions  we  make 
about  Grace  and  Government  that  are 
complicated.  We  want  to  make  those 
decisions  from  a  Biblical  Worldview. 
Here  are  some  examples. 

If  we  take  the  Great  Commission 
seriously,  we  will  get  the  Gospel  to 

Shuman  being  by  whatever  means 
de.  We  will  gladly  use  multiple 
iges  here  or  abroad  to  share  the 
Gospel.  On  the  other  hand,  the  story 
of  Babel  (Genesis  11)  clearly  teaches 


and  became  the  most  decorated  soldier 
ofWWI.  Under  Grace,  be  had  gotten 
“converted"  just  before  the  war,  out 
under  Government  he  "converted"  a 
bunch  of  Germans  single-handedly. 
After  the  war  he  married  ‘Grade. 

Under  Grace,  we  should  be  compas¬ 
sionate  to  refugees  and  immigrants. 
Even  Malaehi  3: 5  (KJV)  says  we  should 
not  “turn  aside  the  stranger  from  his 
right."  But  we  are  a  nation  of  laws. 

A  Government  such  as  ours  cannot 
embrace  “open  borders."  We  must 
enforce  the  laws  that  exist  and  protect 
our  national  identity.  Under  Grace, 
or  on  a  mission  trip  overseas,  we  leave 
"nationalism"  at  home,  but  in  Govern¬ 
ment  we  pursue  “exceptionalism”  with 
no  apology  to  anyone. 

In  Government,  we  must  protect 
Second  Amendment  rights— or  only  the 
Government  and  the  bad  guys  will  have 
guns.  The  American  Revolution  would 
not  have  succeeded  if  the  colonies  had 
had  the  same  "gun  control”  laws  that 
exist  in  many  states.  We  don’t  need 
tyranny  or  anarchy.  Grace  says  to  Pe¬ 
ter— put  up  your  sword— but  Govern¬ 


Digby  is  executive  director-treasur¬ 
er  of  the  Christian  Action  Commission 
He  can  be  reached  at  (601)  292-3329/ 
office,  (66 2)  284-916^/ceU,  or  bye-  ^ 
mail  at  kdigbyQchnstianctction.com. 


Texas  Baptist  board  removes  CBF  giving  channel 


ing  and  caring  for  eveiyone,"  tive  Board’s  decision  "is  deeply 
according  to  the  BGCT  release.  disappointing  for  how  it  chang- 
Previoiisly.  the  BGCT  en-  es  the  cooperative  method  by 
abled  each  church  to  designate  which  Texas  Baptist  churches 
flje  percentage  of  its  gifts  that  support  CBF,"  according  to  a 
would  be  used  for  BGCT  mis-  CBF  news  release, 
sions  and  ministries  and  the  At  least  two  other  SBC 
percentage  for  one  of  three  partner  conventions  forward 
worldwide  partners:  the  South-  churches’  contributions  to  CBF: 
era  Baptist  Convention,  BGCT  the  Baptist  General  Association 
Worldwide,  or  the  Cooperative  of  Virginia  (BGAV)  and  the  Dis- 
Baptist  Fellowship.  trict  of  Columbia  Baptist  Con- 

Tbe  BGCT  recommends  that  ventkm  (DCBC).  The  BGAV s 
congregations  designate  79%  of  Executive  Board  is  scheduled  to 
their  cooperative  gifts  for  BGCT  meet  Feb.  26. 
ministries  and  21%  for  a  world-  According  to  a  Feb.  20  ac- 
wide  partner,  but  the  79-21  split  tion  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com- 
is  not  mandatory.  mittee,  the  SBC  will  “no  longer 

The  CBF  now  will  be  removed  recognize  the  DCBC  as  a  Baptist 
from  among  the  convention’s  body  authorized  to  receive  and 
worldwide  partners.  disburse  Cooperative  Program 

The  CBF  was  founded  in  and  other  SBC  contributions" 
1991  as  a  fellowship  of  church-  if  the  DC  convention  does  not 
es  that  objected  to  the  ideology  secure  by  May  20  “the  removal 
and  methods  of  the  Southern  of  any  churches  from  iu  Mow 
Baptist  Convention’s  Comer-  ship  that  have  demonstrated  a 
vanve  Resurgence.  faith  or  practice  affirming,  ap- 

In  2017,  349  churches  in  co-  proving  or  endorsing  nomosex- 
operation  wth  the  BGCT  gave  oal  behavior 
anoroxiniatelv  *1.1  million  to  The  BGCT  it  one  of  two  state 
tfiTcBF  through  Texas  Bap-  con«ntiai»ta  Texas  that  put- 


DALLAS  (BP  mod  local  reports) 

—  The  decision  by  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas 
(BGCT)  to  stop  forwarding 
churches’  contributions  to  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
(CBF)  because  of  the  breakaway 
group’s  recent  change  in  policy 


regarding  the  hiring  of  LGBT 
employees  reflects  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  biblical  view  of  mar- 
the  convention’s  presi- 


nage, 
dent  a 

*1  am  very  grateful  for  the 
consistent,  steady  way  in  which 
the  BGCT  has  held  to  God’s 
Word,"  said  BGCT  President 
Danny  Reeves,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Corsicana,  according 
to  a  news  release  from  the  con¬ 
vention.  "We  lovingly  say  to  all 
people  the  truth  that  marriage 
is  to  be  between  one  man  and 
one  woman." 

The  BGCT  Executive  Board 
adopted  a  recommendation 
Feb.  20  to  “remove  CBF  as  a  giv¬ 
ing  option  from  the  BGCT  gift 
remittance  form  and  to  encour¬ 
age  churches  to  send  their  CBF 
gifts  directly  to  the  CBF  national 
office,"  according  to  Texas’  Bap¬ 
tist  Standard  news  journal. 

The  move  came  less  than  two 
weeks  after  the  CBF  Governing 
Board  voted  to  replace  its  for¬ 
mer  prohibition  of  hiring  homo- 
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The  hationalfy  ranked  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  table  tennis  team  defeated  Mississippi  State  to  wet 
the  National  CoNegiate  Table  Tennis  Association's  Dixie  divisional  tournament  Feb.  10.  The  team  will 
next  compete  at  Texas  Wesleyan  University  at  regional*  Feb.  24  -  26.  Shown  is  the  table  tennis  teem. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


In  other  Church 


►  Wheeler  Grove 
Church,  Corinth,  is 
hosting  a  Bible  Proph¬ 
ecy  Conference  with 
speaker  Robert  Jeffress, 
,  First  Church, 

,  Tex.,  March  22 
y,  evening 


■  *  -  ■  ■  -  Mllii  | 


sessions,  7  and  8:15 
p.m.;  Lovelace  Family, 
special  music.  Friday, 
breakfast,  9  a.m.;  Steve 
Byrd,  special  music,  10 
a  m  •  closing  session. 

10:15  a-m.  Kara  Black - 
ard,  pastor. 
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HEIGHTS 

CHURCH, 

PONTOTOC, 

has  called 
John  Mark 
Jarrett  as  their 
new  minister 
of  students 
and  missions 
He  is  shown 
with  Ns  wife 
Ashley  and 
their  children, 
Oliver  and 


MT.  OLIVE  CHURCH.  KMT  ON-TIP  PAH  ASSOCIATION,  hon-  FOREST  CHURCH,  FOREST,  honored  Dianne  Walker  upon 

ored  its  military  men  preparing  to  be  deployed.  Shown  are  Jacob  Stride-  her  retirement  from  the  music  ministry  after  54  years.  * 

lin.  pastor  Terry  Ray  Vuncannon.  and  Devin  Wallace  r _ 1 


. 


n 


The  GAs  of 

CALVARY 

CHURCH. 

VICKSSURG. 

worked  on  their 
GA  journals  and 
decorated  them. 
The  church 
members  provided 
cereal  boxes  for 
the  girls  to  make 
them  with. 
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NEW  SIGHT  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  held  a  deacon 

“•  ordination  Jan.  V4  Shown  are  Hobart  Foster,  pastor  Jeff  Cuprt.  and 
Richard  Maxwell  x 


Lightning  struck  the  parsonage  of  STEELE  CHURCH,  FOREST,  Feb.  7.  causing  heavy  damage  to 
the  church  itself  The  church  is  worshipping  in  their  'new*  temporary  church  in  the  Family  Life  building 
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SBC  Executive  Committee  tackles  major  issues 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  im¬ 
ports)  —  The  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  Baptist  Convention  (DCBC) 
has  90  days  to  "secure  the  re¬ 
moval  of  any  churches  from  its 
fellowship  that  have  demon¬ 
strated  a  faith  or  practice  affirm¬ 
ing.  approving,  or  endorsing  ho- 


the  National  African  American  NAMB  and  1MB  enjoy  a  pro- 
Fellowship  of  the  SBC,  asked  ductive  cooperative  relation- 
Southem  Baptists  to  pray  for  a  ship,  the  presidents  of  both  en- 
“ peaceful  resolution,"  adding  he  dtiei  told  BP. 
wfll  speak  with  DCBC  executive  “I  am  grateful  to  r<3port  that 
director  Robert  Cochran,  the  the  working  relationship  be- 
DCBC  Board  of  Directors,  and  tween  IMB  and  NAMB  today  is 
“possibly"  Calvary  Church.  strong,  and  we  want  that  part- 

EC  President  Frank  S.  Pare  nersnip  to  only  increase  in  the 
expressed  prayer  and  hope  “the  days  abend,*  IMB  President 
DCBC  will  do  that  which  is  right  David  Platt  said.  "At  the  same 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.*  While  time,  we  believe  that  significant 
the  EC  doesn't  know  what  will  differences  exist  between  IMB 
happen.  Page  said,  "we  were  and  NAMB  In  such  a  way  that 
asked  by  one  of  their  leading  neither  organization  believes  it 
pastors  to  give  them  more  time  is  wise  to  merge  together." 
to  deal  with  this,  and  we  have  NAMB  President  Kevin  Ezell 
decided  to  do  so  in  prayerful  expressed  a  similar  sentiment, 
hopefulness.*  "We  are  blessed  with  a  great 

Cochran  released  to  BP  a  partnership  with  IMB  ana  we 
statement  which  he  said  was  wfll  continue  to  look  for  ways 
delivered  to  *the  Adxninistra-  that  our  two  entities  can  work 
tive  Committee.  According  to  together  and  minimize  redun- 
the  statement,  the  Apostle  John  daney.*  Ezell  told  BP. 

"warned*  and  "encouraged*  the  "With  all  of  the  downsizing 
seven  churches  in  Revelation  both  NAMB  and  IMB  have  had 
2-3,  but  he  "never  cut  ties  to  any  in  recent  years,  we  believe  con- 
of  these  seven  congregations,  tinned  cooperation  rather  than 
despite  their  shortcomings.*  merger,  will  be  much  more  ben- 

Cochran  added,  "Calvary's  efidal  to  Southern  Baptists, 
actions  do  not  reflect  on  me 
D.C.  Baptist  Convention  or  any  ep  huHnesf 

other  convention  in  any  way*  2D19  Cr  DH00BC 

The  EC  also  approved  s 

Missions  merger  of 

The  EC  declined  with  no  f194.ooo.ooo  to  recomin«- 
dhurtfag  votes  the  creation  a  elation  to  the  SBC.  The  pio- 
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■  Prank  S.  Pane,  president 
of  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  in  Nashville,  said,  “Along 
with  countless  others,  1  mourn 
today  for  the  passing  of  Billy 
Graham.  As  I  came  to  Christ  as 
a  young  man  out  of  a  non-Chris¬ 
tian  home,  he  became  a  mentor 
to  me  from  afar.  1  admired  his 
preaching,  his  life,  and  his  in¬ 
tegrity.  I  told  him  so,  years  ago 
when  I  got  to  meet  with  him. 
Heaven  is  a  richer  place  today. 

“For  three-quarters  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  he  has  been  a  faithful  am¬ 
bassador  for  Christ,  seeking 
to  reconcile  men  and  women 
to  God  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  He  has  borne  witness  for 
Christ  without  distinction,  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  with  the  world’s 
most  powerful  leaders  and 


with  the  oppressed,  urging  the 
wealthiest  and  the  most  im 
erished  alike  to  find  their  ! 
in  Christ  alone.” 

■  Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor  of 
multi-campus  Cross  Church  in 
northwest  Arkansas,  president  of 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer  Task 
Force,  and  two-term  immediate, 
past  president  of  the  SBC,  said, 

I  am  overcome  with  emotion 
when  I  think  of  Billy  Graham 
and  his  influence  on  all  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  He  was  a  giant  for  God,  a 
one-of-a-kind,  once-in-a-ge Der¬ 
ation  prophet  of  God's  truth  and 
grace.  He  called  everyone,  young 
and  old  and  even  boys  and  girls, 
to  get  up  from  their  chairs  and 
give  their  lives  to  Christ  and  they 
poured  out  by  the  thousands... 
I  pray  we  may  never  forget  his 
legacy  and  his  unrelenting  pas¬ 
sion  for  Jesus,  and  may  we  follow 
his  footsteps  in  calling  people  to 
repentance  in  Christ" 


■  Kevin  Ezell,  president  of 
Southern  Baptists'  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  in  Alpharet¬ 
ta,  Ga^  said,  “Only  eternity  is 
expansive  enough  to  measure 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleated  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  < 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Corwention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  witt  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  mey  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  needy,  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed.  AM  articles  muat  be  received  in  writ**  no  ar¬ 
ticles  wtM  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wtf  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  snides  concise  Include  the  who.  whet,  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  matted 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wdWighted.  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  obfectonfy  photographs  win 
be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  witt  not  be  pubfcshed.  Cel  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  end  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  wel 
on  newsprint  ere  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  w»«  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  AM  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  aN  photographs  era  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  end/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  win  be 
published  on  a  spec^evailable  basis  These  guidelines  sre 
not  meant  to  be  eKhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0  Box  630,  Jackson. 
MS  392050630  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-meil:  beptistrecordR 
mbcb.org 
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the  impact  Billy  Graham  had 
on  our  world.  1  wiB  be  forever 
grateful  for  the  way  he  kept  be¬ 
lievers  focused  on  the  priority  of 
proclaiming  Jesus.  1  am  thank¬ 
ful  and  grateful  for  the  impact 
he  made  on  my  life  and  that  of 
millions  of  others." 

■  Paige  Patterson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Ft.  Worth  and  former 
two-term  SBC  president,  said, 
“The  eyes  of  a  North  Carolina 
farm  boy  sparkled  as  never  be¬ 
fore  this  morning  when  Billy 
Graham  entered  neaven.  After 
nearly  100  years  spent  largely  in 
an  effort  to  ‘rescue  the  perish¬ 
ing  and  care  for  the  dying,'  die 
world’s  evangelist  was  called 
home  to  a  prophet’s  reward. 

“Never  accused  of  the  board¬ 
ing  of  wealth  or  of  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct,  his  careful  practices  of 
conduct  place  him  in  a  category 
of  a  man  whose  life  was  a  proc¬ 
lamation  of  Christ  as  wefl  as  His 
message.  His  faithfulness  to  the 
proclamation  of  God's  phm  of  re- 

initiatives  on  rariafjustice  and 
his  concern  for  the  lost  —  set  the 
standard  for  aO  who  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  preach  the  riches  of  the 
Gospel  His  allegiance  to  sacred 
Scripture  was  legendary.  Never 
did  be  allow  doubt  to  shake  his 
confidence  in  God's  Word." 

■  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr., 
presides  of  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  said,  “An  epfc 
era  of  evangelical  history  mis 
come  to  an  end.  Billy  Graham 
was  not  only  a  titanic  figure  in 
evangelicalism,  but  in  world 
history  and  perhaps  represents 
the  last  of  a  kind.  He  domi¬ 
nated  20th-century  American 
evangelicalism  and  remained  a 
major  figure  on  the  world  stage 
throughout  most  of  the  20th 
century  in  a  way  that  we  can 
envision  no  evangelical  leader 
in  our  times.  He  was  a  man  of 


deep  conviction  whose  passion¬ 
ate  heartbeat  was  for  the  gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ” 

■  Thom  S.  Rainer,  presi¬ 
dent  and  CEO  of  LifeWay  Chris¬ 
tian  Resources  of  the  SBC  and 
founding  dean  of  Southern 
Seminary’s  Bfliy  Graham  School 
of  Missions,  Evangelism,  and 
Ministry,  said,  “f Graham]  will 
forever  be  revered  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evangelists  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  has  ever  known.  In  a 
day  and  time  when  Mr.  Graham 
could  have  easily  commanded 
the  attention  of  millions  for  his 
own  gain,  he  chose  to  live  a  pri¬ 
vate,  humble  life.  Throughout 
his  life,  it  was  obvious  he  wanted 
the  focus  to  be  not  on  himself 
but  on  one  thing:  the  cross  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ" 

■  Russell  Moore,  president 
of  the  SBC  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  said,  “We  are  fortunate  to 
have  lived  in  the  era  of  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham.  He  was  perhaps  the  great¬ 
est  Southern  Baptist  in  history, 
turning  the  world  upside  down 
with  the  Gospel.  He  was  never 
ashamed  to  confront  a  brave 
new  world  with  the  old-time 
Gospel 

Combining  the  power  of  a  The 
Bible  says’  authority  with  the 
compassion  of  a  'Just  as  I  Am' 

SoncSfSrist  5esS^l  pf  grace 
and  truth.  Behind  Dr.  Grahams 
stately  North  Carolina  accent, 
millions  of  people  heard  another 
voice,  a  northern  Galilean  voice 
calling  Come,  follow  Me/  As  we 

life  we  were  able  to  see  the  Gos¬ 
pel  that  is,  still  and  forever,  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation.* 

“  y  A.  Johnson, 
National  Religious 
i  and  a  former 
Southern  Baptist  pastor,  said, 
"The  world  has  lost  a  great  man, 
but  those  in  heaven  are  surely 
rejoicing  in  the  homecoming  of 
this  good  and  faithful  servant. 
Only  God  knows  bow  many  are 
there  with  him  because  of  his 


and  how  many  more 
there  will  be.  It  seems  trite  to  say 
he  was  a  giant  amona  men,  but 
no  one  could  doubt  me  truth  of 
this  statement. 

For  more  than  eight  decades, 
Billy  Graham  faithfully  obeyed 
Christ’s  command  to  go  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  every  creature  as  our  Lord 
commanded  Billy  Graham  loved 
the  Lord  with  all  of  his  heart  and 
demonstrated  thin  through  his 
ministry.  He  was  a  trau&lazer 
in  the  use  of  radio,  television, 
film  and  other  communications 
platforms  to  spread  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ...  Billy  Graham 
was  and  wiB  remain  a  shining 
example  for  us  aH" 

■  Chuck  Kelley,  president 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  said 
on  Twitter  “With  news  of  the 
of  evangelist  Billy  Gra- 
am  rejoicing  over  his 
life  of  faithful,  pow- 
.  fruitful  Gospel  preaching 
&  careful  intentional,  consistent 


Jerry 

sit  of  N 


Danny  Akin,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary,  said  on 
Twitter:  Tm  saddened  to  learn 
of  Dr.  QBSHGraham’s  passing. 
Yet  rejoice  mat  he  is  now  in  the 
arms  of  King  Jesus,  and  for  foe 
legacy  of  evangelism  he  leaves* 

■  Breant  Wright,  senior 
pastor  of  foe  Aflanta-area  John¬ 
son  Ferry  Church  and  a  former 
two-term  SBC  president,  said  on 
Twitter.  “Isn’t  it  a  fitting  tribute 
to  Bitty  Graham  s  life  that  on  ev¬ 
ery  major  news  outlet  that  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  beta* 
sharedover  mad  qver^^Uird 

tbe^ focus  as  we  live  eacn  day 
and  when  any  of  us  are  called  to 
heaven  one  day!” 

■  Jack  Graham,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  DaBas-area  Prestonwood 
Church  and  a  former  two-term 

’  SBC  president,  said  on  Twitter. 
"BiOy  Graham  never  wavered 
and  preached  Jesus  faithfully 
without  apology.  The  cross  and 
resurrection  and  foe  public  can 
to  decision  was  foe  focus  of  ev¬ 
ery  sermon." 


Hut  as  m«im 


It  \ou  make* 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simplv  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
\  in  vour  own  words: 

i  1.  Lord,  I  admit  (hat  I  need  sou.  (I  have  sinned.) 
k  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
L  t  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
mv  relationship  with  vou. 
jfj*  •  <1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  1  invite  jesus  (  hrist  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him  I  receive  (  hrist  as  tm  Savior  and  Lord.) 

<  viwd  him .  In  Hu  m  hv  g.m*  Hu  rii^hl  In  hvso mv  c hildrvn  of 
r,  »,/  <*im  h>  thnso  who  hvliviv  in  hi >  name. *  ifohn  I  1 2) 
ision  for  (  hrist  toilav.  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


I 
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Sean  A.  Milner,  Executive  Director 

RO.  Box  27 

CKnion,  MR  3906CMW27 
(601)  922-2242 


-n  y.  #« 
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DECEMBER  %4-s« 

MEMORIALS 

Dennis  (Rusty;  McOendon 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gfcaui  Sanders 
Marion  McManus 
Mr  .  &  Mrs.  Stephen  A  McManus 
James  McMillian 
Dr  .  fit  Mrs.  Vk**-  L  Wakh 
Mrs.  Lila  Lee  McRight 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
David  Milner 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  SSnnon,  Olivia 
fit  Cooper 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Muttgpcnery 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  JackS.  McRec 


•lie  Morris 
l  Mary  Mari 


Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Tatum 
nMr.  J.  7.  Momsoo 

Mr.  fit  Mrs.  Judu  A  Morrison 
James  Morton 
Ms.  Barbara  Curiee 
Laverne  Mote 
Dr.  fit  Mrs.  Victor  L  Wakh 
Hurston  Newcomb  Jr. 

Harold  fit  Lisa  Newcomb 
Teresa  Noraworthy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gtenn  Sanders 
/Betty  Owens 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
*  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ernest  M.  Pam** 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  Mike  Parsons 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  C  Parsons 
Mr.  Robert  Boyd  Putcison 
Mrs.  Linda  Perkins 
^  Mr.  Plinio  Prfvun 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dareri  A 
Darlene  Paxton 
Mr.  k  Mrs  L  J.  Gamer 
Scotty  Paxton 
Mr  ft  Mrs  LJ.  Garner 
Tommy  Paxton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  L  J.  Garner 
Dean  Pearce 
Ms.  Barbara  CuHee 


Mr  .  Carrofl  Pott 
Mrs.  Sandra  Poflc 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Prine 
Adult  III  SSC,  North  Columbia 
BC 

Mr.  David  Pyron 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  S.  McKee 
Dr  .  Charles  Ray 
Mrs.  Linda  Perkins 
Mrs.  Rhodes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Van  Norman 
Mis.  Owa  Richardson 
Mr  .  fit  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Mr  .  Billy  Riggin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  G.  Lambert 
Christopher  Rives 
Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Wilbanks 
Ms.  Bernice  Rochdl 
Mr  fit  Mis.  Jerry  A  Stewart 
Ms.  Mavis  RocheOe 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  Paul  Robinson 
Mr  Charka  “Chuck"  Rothy 
Mrs.  Linda  Perkins 
Mr.  Edwin  Rowley 
Aduh  Ill  SBC,  North  Columbia 
BC 

Mr  Mitchell  "Mickey"  Rushing 
Mrs.  lands  Perkins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  RusaeB 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  G  Parsons 
Miss  Karen  RyaB 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  J.  W.  Callender,  Jr. 
Mr.  Karen  P.  Rye 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Smothers 
Mr.  Jeff  Saveli 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Bill  Beard 
Carolyn  Scarbrough 
Cindy  Hatten  t  . 

Carla  Osborne 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  C  Scruggs 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilde 
Stanley'  Sharp  Jr. 

Harold  ft  Lisa  Newecmb 
Harold  Shell 

Mrs  TamaraS.  Morriaon 


Mrs.  Libby  DeCoux  Simo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Aten 
David  M.  Smith 
Mrs.  Catherine  S.  McNeace 
Scotty  Sinith 
Ms.  Barbara  Curiee 
CSaudine  Stafford 
Mrs.  Eunice  L  Char 
Jimmie  Steele 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  Steele 
Ms.  Claudie  Stephens 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Byron  Dean  - 
Mr.  Roger  Stephens 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jackie  Spraybeny 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  Eari  Stevens 
Mrs.  Ann  Spradlin 
Rr*i  SlinchApJH 

Mr.  ft  Mn  dark  McNair 
Lvle  Stokes 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L,  Walsh 
Mr.  Leon  Tadlock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  F.  Roberts,  Jr. 
Karen  Tartt 
Mrs.  Sbeda  Huffman 
Ivone  Martin  Tchuki 


Mis.  Peggy  Ted 
Mr.  John  W.  Ted 
Ann  Thames 

Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Ronnie  E.  McNair 
Betsy  Thaxton 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Ms.  Nancy  Tbompaoo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiBy  Mangold 
Mr.  Tyler  Townsend 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Oakes 
Linda  Varnado 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glenn  Sanders 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  PhalTendL  Jimmy' 
Cuiotta 

Mr.  Tammy  Wade 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Brents 
Karen  Waldrop 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Jfcadr 
Mr.  Jimmy  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BIB  Hathorn 
Mr.  Dunk  Wallace 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Tommy  Allen 
Chase  Wilbanks 
Mrs.  Nancy  WT  Wilbanks 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Wilkie 
Dr  .  Rebecca  Sue  Wilde 
Mr  .  ft  Mr*  Stanford  E.  Wilkie 
Dr  .  Rebecca  Sue  Wilde 
Byron  WOdneon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  LJ.  Gamer 
Carolyn  Wilhams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  Sfemon,  Olivia 
ft  Cooper 

Mis.  Margaret  Wiffiams 
Ms  .  Nellie  Ellington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C  H.  WflSon 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  WBkie 
Mr.  Kefly  WBmn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Arnold  L  Chavers 
Mrs.  Pranoea  Wynne 
Mis.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 


JANUARY 

MEMORIALS 

Joyce  Leon  Baraea 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rod  Oekman 
Owen  B  Jgo 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  LJ.  Gamer 
Chhary  Baptist  Adult  Choir 

Mrs.  Dianne  May 
Hebx  J.  Dugas  IV 
Mr.  Felix  J.  Dugas,  U1 
Ma.  Catherine  Ferguson 
Mrs.  Cherry  L  Denaon 
George  Hays 

Aduh  III  SSC.  Carrollton  BC 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Jonas 
Mrs.  Helen  E.  Smiley 
Mr.  Sean  A  Milner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E.  McDade. 
Jr. 


New  Hope  Quito* 

Mrs.  Dianne  Bond 
Dr.  Jam  Purvis 
KDMC  Radiology  Dept 
Dr.  BfflSoneaJr. 

KDMC  RadMogy  Dept 
Mr.  Ben  Stigler 
Senatobia  HS  Office  Staff 
Mrs  ChrysteOe  Thames 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Meaher 
Sheriff  Randy  Tucker 
Ms.  Laura  J.  Leathers 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Steve  (Brenda)  Ulmer 
Mis.  Jimmie  Palmer 
John  O.  Watson 
Aduh  ID  SSC,  Carrollton  BC 


JANUARY 

MEMORIALS 

A  C  (Moon)  ft  Janefl  Muffins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rod  Oekman 
Weston  J.Ababire 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Byron  Dean 
Mys  Grace  Alexander 
Arlington  BC 
Willie  Alford 
Mrs.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Dr.  Lords  T.  Anderson 
ShuqualakBC 
Ki*  Baker 

Mrs.  Loube  McCaakefl 
T.J.  Bankston 

Ms.  Samsnie  B.  Anghn  ft  Fnnils’ 
Leon  Barnes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rod  Oekman 
Mr.  Mike  Barron 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Grog  L  WSkmeon 
Robert  Clyde  Benton 
Mrs.  BQhe  Lynn  Arthnr 
Mrs.  Fredna  Berry 
Ms.  Kathy  A  Smith 
Mrs.  Ethel  Louise  Blount 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkine 
Mrs.  Grace  Boor* 

Mr  Vic  H.  HoMbrd 
Edhb  Mae  Bowie 
Lath*  Adult  IV  S9C,  McOooi  BC 
Mis.  Mae  Bowie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  R.  Jones 
Mr.FMHBowhn 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Percy  J.  Peetex 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Brady  ' 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  Wanrn 
Berion  Brraaeale 
Mr.  ft  Mcs.  Jhn  Rushing 
Robby  ft  Kathy  Cbok 
Suzanne  Lockett 
Mn.  Kish  Brock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Mary  Katherine  Dodd 
Browning 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Jahazd  Buckley 
Mr.  Ted  Buckley 
Lee  Bunch 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Qyde  Revette 
Mr.  Lee  Bunch 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R  Huggine 
Mr.  Jerry  Byrd 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  L  Wflkxnaoc 
Ms.  Anita  Ayfoa  CUdwefl 
Lsna  Nome  SSC,  Moadk 
MOTH  ** 

Mr.  Larry  Orraway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jhnmy  Jenkins 
Carrie  Abd  ft  Peggy  Hills 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Hills 
Enoch  W.  Owe 
Krewe  of  Ceres 
Mr.  Robert  Orasey 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Gng  L  WOaneoo 
Mrs. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  H.  MifccheB 
Ms.  Tama  Chance 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Gary  Smith 
Dan  Chancellor 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gkn  E.  King 
Betty  Joota  Cham 
Ms.  Joyce  RHaH 
Mr.AJ.Oark 

.  Mr.  ft  Mis.  Greg  L  WSkmeon 
Mr.  Chfton  "Clfr  dark 
Aduh  7  SS  Dept,  FBC  McComb 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Ron  D.  Craddock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chftan  "Cliff'  (Rhode' 
dark 

Mr.  It  Mis.  Steve  Wane 

Mrs.  Virginias.  Marcus 
Faye  Cole 

Ms.  Samsnie  B.  Anglin  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Susan  Qews 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  Warren 
Ms.  Susan  Crews 


Crosby  BC 

Mcs.  Betty  Jean  Dawdle 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rkk  Humphreys 
Jacob  Duke 
Arlington  BC 
Margaret  Dunn 

Aduh  7  SS  Dept,  FBC  McComb 
Mr.  CaMn  Dye 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lee  H.  Thompeon, 

Jr. 

a m _ as - >  *  -  •»-  - 

NTS.  rtrmy  wasningiun 
Ms.  Joyce  M.  Dye 
Arlington  BC 
Mr.  Paul  Dykes  Sk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  Warren 
Mrs.  Virginia  &  Marcus 
Elaine  ft  Inez  Herring 
Mr.  W.R  Herring 
Louwe  Etheridge 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  M.  Read 
Mi*,  Mildred  Zagler 
Ann  Ethridge 

MraArteneW  .  Cotter  ft  Family 
Linda  Heater  Evans 
Mr.  t  mis.  jim  fowling 
Mr  .  LeafieR.  Fletcher 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cutis  A  Buchanan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Frank  O.  Qxatbwait, 
Jr. 

Pita  Fletcher 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Andrew  (Andy)  Eari  Ford 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clay  Caaton 
Ms.  Sanmde  R.  AngSn  ft  Family 
Vfiffie  Frazier  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  (Cotinoe) 


Mr.  ft  Mis.  Gkon  Sanders 


Mr.  A1  Gary 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Herman  L  Dupgan 
Mr.  ft  Mi*  Jack  McAlpin  & 
Family 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  James  B.  Sykes,  Jr. 
Mr  .  Allen  W.  Gary  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Afoot  F.  Dribben 
Mr.  Ronnie  Getein 
Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Gng  L  Wfflrinace 
Mr.  Charles  Germany 
Mrs.  Ruth  RNevris 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparent*.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  btntftts  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Housepanents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvlllage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
j  at  www.baptistchil ’rensvillage.com. 


United  in  Christ  •  1  Corinthians  1:10-25 


Interspersed  with  the  apostle's  deal-  were  choos- 

ings  with  the  less-than-godly  actions  of  ing  to  show  TJ  -  fl 

this  band  of  believers  are  some  grand  allegiance  -f' 

themes:  the  assurance  of  the  resurrec-  to  certain 

tion.  victory  in  the  face  of  suffering  and  leaders 

weakness,  new  life  in  Christ,  and  the  (Paul,  Apollo®  and  Cephas),  while 
call  to  experience  and  show  His  super-  others  would  go  the  one-upmanship 
natural  love.  Well  unpack  these  and  route  by  saying,  "I  follow  Christ*.  In- 
more  in  the  weeks  ahead.  credulously,  Paul  showed  the  foolish  - 

Today’s  lesson’s  focus  is  one  that  is  ness  of  these  misplaced  loyalties  by 
of  supreme  importance  to  the  Lord:  asking,  “Is  Christ  divided?  Was  Paul 
unity.  Paul  begins  his  letter  by  prais-  crucified  for  you?  Were  you  baptised 
ing  God  for  several  positive  attributes  into  the  name  of  Paul*?  (vs.  13).  When 
hes  seen  evidenced  in  this  congrega-  we  give  honor  or  allegiance  that  right- 
tion  he  had  planted  several  years  ear-  fully  belongs  only  to  Jesus  Christ,  we 
lier.  However,  in  verse  10  of  our  focal  are  displaying  misplaced  loyalties. 


Our  Provider  •  Genesis  22:1-14 


The  heart  of  this  entire  lesson  is 
found  in  verse  14  -  the  name  Jehovah- 
Jireh.  God  will  provide! 

God  as  provider  is  shown  in  the  fa¬ 
miliar  yet  no  less  riveting  account  of 
Abraham  and  Isaac.  This  test  -  which, 
frankly,  never  really  resonated  with 
me  until  1  had  children  of  my  own  - 
revealed  the  kind  of  God  Abraham  was 
to  follow.  Abraham  is  to  be  severely 
tested 

This  test  by  God  on  Abraham  was  not 
designed  to  trip  him  up.  God  doesn’t 
play  those  kind  of  games.  Rather,  God 
wanted  to  develop  Abraham’s  charac¬ 
ter.  Abraham  had  been  singled  out  by 
God  for  a  very  specific  and  significant 
task.  This  was  not  a  time  for  Abraham 
to  ask  God  about  His  own  morality. 
Instead,  this  event  was  engineered  by 
God  to  deepen  Abraham’s  capacity  to 

"X  analogy  to  what  Abraham  was 
about  to  experience  might  be  the  r  jfin- 
er’s  fire,  a  metaphor  common  in  scrip¬ 
ture.  As  fire  refines  ore  to  extract  pre¬ 
cious  metals,  so  Abraham  was  about 
to  experience  some  extreme  “heat."  In 
our  own  live®,  God  refines  us  through 
rHlHfnging  circumstances.  We  have 
no  reason  to  believe  we  are  exempt. 

It’s  worth  noting,  too,  Abraham  s  re¬ 
lationship  with  Isaac.  Vera®  2  reveals 
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this.  Scripture  doesn't  give  the  “how 
of  the  conversation;  some  commenta¬ 
tors  think  this  was  delivered  by  an  an¬ 
gel  (or  as  the  Christian  Standard  Bible 
states,  “the  angel  of  the  Lord,*  v.  11). 
In  verse  2  we  see  God  point  out  that 
tuEprf*  is  Abraham’s  only  son,  the  son 
whom  he  loves,  and  that  Abraham  is  to 
sacrifice  him  as  a  burnt  offering  on  Mt. 
Moriah. 

Set  against  the  backdrop  of  Abra¬ 
ham’s  to¬ 
tal  love  for 
Isaac,  we 
also  see  his 
total  obe¬ 
dience  in 
verses  3  and 
4.  We  see 
Abraham 
saddling  a 
donkey  and 
taking  two 
young  men  and  Isaac  to  Mt.  Moriah. 
Abraham  carried  with  the  party  all  he 
would  need  for  the  sacrifice.  At  the  end 
of  the  journey  Abraham  would  have  to 
give  up  something  precious  to  himself. 
What  do  *e  cherish  moat?  Obedience 
isn’t  easy,  nor  does  it  come  naturally. 
Abraham  grimly  set  himself  to  the  task 
he’d  been  called  to  -  but  don’t  miss  the 
word  “well*  in  verse  5.  Abraham  r 


lies  for  Life 

Tony  Martin 


to  indicate  that  he  had  every  intention 
of  returning  with  Isaac  ana  rejoining 
the  party. 

Isaac  is  savvy  enough  to  recognize 
that  something  is  up.  He  poignantly 
asks  in  verse  7,  “The  fire  and  the  wood 
are  here,  but  where  is  the  lamb  for  the 
burnt  offering?*  (CSV).  Understand 
that  human  sacrifice  was  and  is  a  hor¬ 
rible  sin,  then  and  now. 

Perhaps  God  wanted  Abraham  to 
‘sacrifice* 
_  Isaac  in  his 

heart  first. 
God,  of 

course,  al¬ 
ready  knew 
the  depth  of 
Abraham’s 
love  for 

Him.  Abra¬ 
ham  needed 
to  know  for 
himself  the  full  extent  of  that  love.  In 
this  story,  Abraham  learns  about  his 
own  personal  commitment  to  obey 
God  -  and,  tellingly,  learns  about 
God's  ability  to  provide. 

Picture  Abraham  with  his  arm 
raised,  knife  in  hand,  about  to,  as  the 
CSV  states,  ‘slaughter  his  son  *  Hear 
the  angel  voice  from  heaven  cry  ‘do 
not  lay  a  hand  on  the  boy  or  do  any¬ 


thing  to  him.  For  now  I  know  that  you 
fear  God,  since  you  have  not  withheld 
your  only  son  from  me."  Of  course  God 
knew  the  final  outcome,  but  Abraham 
learned  much  about  himself. 

God  provided  the  ram  for  the  sac¬ 
rifice,  v.  13.  This  was  a  substitute  for 
Isaac.  Now,  God  has  provided  a  like 
substitute  for  us  in  His  son.  Jesus 
Christ.  While  God  stopped  Abraham 
from  sacrificing  his  son;  God  did  not 
stop  the  sacrifice  of  His  own  Son. 

Because  of  his  obedience,  Abraiiam 
was  blessed.  He  was  promised  chil¬ 
dren,  grandchildren,  and  future  gen¬ 
erations;  he  was  promised  victory  over 
his  enemies;  ana  he  would  be  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  the  nations  (w.  17  -  18). 

What  is  our  response?  First,  you  can 
expect  God  to  test  you.  It  is  part  of  His 
ongoing  work  to  conform  us  to  the  inj- 
agc  of  Christ.  Second,  He  can  and  wifi 
call  on  you  to  give  up  ‘something,*  and 
it  might  be  good  things  -  even  things 
He  Himself  gave  you.  Third,  in  super¬ 
natural  and  unfathomable  ways,  He 
provides  the  strength  for  us  to  say  ‘yes" 
when  all  else  leads  you  to  say  ‘no.*  ft 
is  a  matter  of  seeking  His  best  and  His 
alone  that  gives  us  His  success. 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 
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HUCKABEE  OUSTED  DUE 
TO  DISLIKED  OPINIONS 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Former 
Arkansas  governor  and 
Southern  Baptist  pastor 
Mike  Huckabee  resigned 
March  1  from  the  Country 
Music  Association  (CMA) 
Foundation  s  board  after  a 
number  of  influential  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  country  music 
industry  complained  about 
his  longstanding  opposition 
to  same  sex  marriage,  his 
stances  on  other  hot  button 
issues,  and  his  involvement 
with  the  National  Rifle 
Association,  reported  The 
Tennessean  newspaper 
in  Nashville.  '1  genuinely 
regret  that  some  in  the 
industry  were  so  outraged 
by  my  appointment  that 
they  bullied  the  CMA  and 
the  Foundation  with  eco¬ 
nomic  threats  and  vow$d 
to  withhold  support  for 
the  programs  for  students 

'the  music  and  entertain¬ 
ment  industry  will  become 
more  tolerant  and  inckaiva 
and  recognize  that  a  true 
love  for  kids  having  access 
to  the  arts  is  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  a  dislike  for  some¬ 
one  or  a  group  of  people 
because  of  who  they  are  or 
what  they  believe.* 

ANTI-SEX  TRAFFICKING 
BIU  PASSES  HOUSE 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Sax 
advertising  websites  and 
their  users  would  face 
penalties  for  sex  trafficking 
under  a  bil  passed  Feb. 

27  by  the  U.S.  House  of 
Repreeenatives.  amend¬ 
ing  an  earlier  lew  that  had 
snieioea  sucn  onunOTrs 
Similar  legislation  is  pend¬ 
ing  in  the  U.S.  Senate  A 
bipartisan  group  of  388  leg¬ 
islators  passed  H  R.  1885. 
termed  the  'Allow  States 
and  Victims  to  Fight  Online 
Sex  Trafficking  Act  of  2017.' 
to  amend  Section  230  of 
the  Communications  Act 
of  1934  Section  230  had 
limited  the  legal  liability  of 
interactive  computer  service 
providers  or  users  for  con¬ 
tent  they  publish  that  was 
created  by  others,  according 
to  s  summary  at  Congress 
gov  The  House  bill  would 
establish  monetary  fines 
and  up  to  10  years’  impris¬ 
onment  for  abusers 


LAID  TO  REST  —  Billy  Graham  s  grandsons  served  as  pallbearers  for  his  March  3  funeral  at  the  Bitty  Graham  Library  near  Charlotte. 
N.C  The  Southern  Baptist  evangelist's  eight-decade  career  ended  when  he  died  Feb.  21  in  his  North  Carolina  home  and  was  buried 
March  3  at  the  library  that  bears  his  name  (BP  photo) 

Billy  Graham  eulogized,  laid  to  rest 

Gospel  invitation  caps 
evangelist’s  funeral 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP  _ 

and  local  reports)  — 

Famed  Southern  Baptist 
evangelist  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham’s  funeral  March  3 
in  a  revival  tent  at  the 
foot  of  a  40-foot  glass 
cross  was  punctuated 
by  the  same  theme  that  GRAHAM 
characterised  Us  80- 


year  ministry:  a  call 
to  trust  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior. 

“If  this  were  your  fu¬ 
neral,  would  you  be  in 
Heaven?  Are  you  sure?* 
said  the  late  evangelist’s 
son  Franklin  Graham, 
head  of  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association 


Samaritan’s  Purse. 

Billy  Graham.  99,  who 
walked  with  royalty  and  ad¬ 
vised  11  U.S.  presidents  while 
preaching  the  Gomel  around 
the  world,  died  Feb.  21  at  his 
home  in  North  Carolina 

Delivering  the  funeral  ser¬ 
mon  to  a  crovrfd  of  some  2,300 
invited  guests  at  the  BQly  Gra¬ 
ham  Library  in  Charlotte,  N.C., 
—  including  U.S.  Donald  Presi¬ 
dent  Trump  and  U.S.  Vice  Pres- 
identPence—  Franklin  Graham 
said  Nf  you're  not  sure,  there 
would  Bp  no  better  time  than  at 


Riiiy  Gsahim’a  Ainssal  to  settle 

this  once  and  for  all.” 

Billy  Graham’s  funeral 
capped  more  than  a  week  of 
memorial  activities,  mrhiriing 


tol  Rotunda  Feb.  28-Marchi. 

The  funeral  service  in  Char- 
•one  reaturea  aiDuxes  rrom 
Graham’s  five  children,  music 
Dy  Lnnsnan  recording  artists 
Mirh^l  w.  Smith,  the  Gaither 
Vocal  Band  among  others,  and 
an  ethnically  diverse  array  of 
■peahen  from  across  the  world. 

Ml  ORAHAM  on  p.  6 


Noms  sought  for  2019  MBCB  posts 


Jackson,  MS  (Spadal)  -The 
2018  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  approved  by  the  messen- 

Cra  of  the  182nd  Mississippi 
ptist  Convention  in  October 
of  last  year  will  soon  begin  re¬ 
viewing  trustee/board  member 
positions  on  the  boards  and 
commissions  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  to 
serve  in  2019. 

Robby  Rikard,  committee 
chairman  and  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Wigains,  has  said  there 
are  a  limited  number  of  vacan¬ 
cies  to  be  filled  on  the  following 
boards  and  commissions: 

■  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
■  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  System,  Inc.  (Memphis* 

■  Board  of  Ministerial  Edu¬ 
cation 

■  Education  Commission 


M  I  S  S  I  f  $  I  t  t  I 
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■  Historical  Commission 

■  Blue  Mountain  College 

■  Mississippi  College 

■  William  (5uey  University 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tian  Action  Commission,  Inc. 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation 


The  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  will  work  with  the  heads 
of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
to  bring  a  list  of  nominees  to  be 
approved  by  the  messengers  of 
the  183rd  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
on  October  30-31, 2018,  at  First 
Church,  Jackson. 

For  nomination  forms,  tele¬ 
phone  Executive  Administra¬ 
tion  (601)  292-3201  or  toll-free 
ottone  Jackson  (800)  74®- 165c 
ext.  201.  A  nomination  form  can 
also  be  downloaded  by  visiting  ti- 
nyuri.com/99nom  and  scrolling 
to  the  bottom  of  the  page.  < 

Completed  forms  should 
be  mailed  to  the  Committee 
on  Nominations,  c/o  Dr.  Jim 
Futral,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530,  at  the  above 
address  to  be  received  no  later 
than  May  L  . 
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Get  it  right,  will  ya? 


suspect  some  readers  may  be  disap¬ 
pointed  that  I’ve  elected  to  pass  on 
reviewing  the  Oscar  telecast  this 
it.  Sorry.  I  prefer  watching  a  movie 


late  itself  for  the  umpteenth  time  this 
awards  season.  I  did,  however,  want 
to  express  my  unabashed  love  for  the 
cinema. 

Movies  combine  the  essence  of  all 
the  other  art  forms,  and  films  have  been 
used  to  both  edify  and  entertain.  Shows 
like  the  Academy  Awards  come  and  go, 
with  audiences  soon  forgetting  who  won. 
What  remains  is  the  work  itself  and  we 
movie  buffe  are  blessed  to  live  in  a  time 
when  we  can  watch  restored  Blu-ray  edi¬ 
tions  of  films  from  decades  past  that  still 


Guest  opinion 

with  Phil  Boatwright 


Tree  of  Life  fearlessly  examines  ethe¬ 
real  questions  with  a  spirituality  that  is 
neither  pious  nor  prejudiced. 

The  film  suggests  that  we  become 
aware  of  spiritual  matters  and  rely  on 
faith  when  the  conundrums  of  the  day 
overwhelm  us.  Like  any  artist  attempting 
profundity,  Mahck  provides  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  and  sets  a  mood  suitable  for  ex¬ 
amining  our  own  beliefs,  thus  giving  the 
viewer  a  renewed  desire  to  share  them 
with  others.  At  le  ist  that’s  what  happens 
to  me  upon  each  viewing. 

Theologians  rtjty  counter  with  the 
perspective  that  the  auteur’s  lofty  reso¬ 
nance  is  in  actuality  little  more  than 
an  incoherent  ii  t rospection.  However, 
detractors  cane  ot  deny  the  film’s  ability 
to  cause  discu  .s  .on. 

At  firstvou  may  ask,  "What  was  that 
all  aboutf^  but  as  you  ponder  the  film’s 
visuals  and  it'  intent,  you  will  come  to 
the  joyous  revelation  that  you’ve  just 
had  an  insw.it  ful  motion  picture  ex¬ 
perience.  It  r  i  film  where  CGI  effects 
are  used  to  w  epport  the  theme  and 
performance ,  not  dominate  them,  and 
the  filmmaker  does  more  than  awe  us 
with  his  narrative  —  he  taps  into  our 
subconack  us  anH  delves  into  spiritual 
and  life-altering  subjects.  He  has  used 
a  freeform  arthouse  film  to  suggest  the 
omniscient  stature  of  God. 

The  Tree  of  Life  was  nominated  in 
the  Best  Picture,  Be st  Director,  and  Best 
Cinematography  categories.  It  won  none. 

An  entertainment  critic ,  Boatwright 
resides  in  Kamos  City,  Kn^  and  is  the 
author  of  MOVIES:  The  Good,  the  Bad, 
and  the  keaBy,  Really  Bad,  available  on 
Armuomcom.  His  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press.  Edited  for 
style  and  clarity.  , 


fTtbe  earthly  remains  of  the  Noted  social  critic  and  colum- 

I  great  evangelist  Billy  Gra-  nist  George  Will  (a  self-avowed 

JL  Ham  are  now  resting  beside  atheist)  wrote  in  the  Washington 

his  beloved  wife  Ruth  at  the  Billy  Post  newspaper  that  Graham  was 

Graham  Library  near  Charlotte,  a  mixture  of  vanity  and  naivete.  Of 

N.C.  One  would  have  to  have  been  Graham's  remarks  on  the  Jewish 
in  a  cave  for  the  past  two  weeks  to  race  in  Nixon's  presence.  Will  pos- 
have  missed  the  news  that  he  died  ited.  ‘One  can  reasonably  acquit 
Feb.  21  at  the  age  of  99.  Graham  of  anti-Semitism  only  by 

It  is  estimated  that  Graham  convicting  him  of  toadying.” 
preached  the  Good  News  before  Will  also  didn't  appreciate 
than  more  2.2  billion  people  Graham  laying  in  honor  in  the 
around  the  globe.  It  is  inesti-  Rotunda  of  the  national  Capitol 
mable  the  number  of  people  in  Washington.  D.C.  Another 
saved  by  his  inspired  words.  His  column  by  Will  in  National  Re- 
steadfast  commitment  to  being  a  view  magazine  was  titled,  "Billy 
Christian  exemplar  in  every  way  Graham:  Neither  Prophet  nor 
put  him  in  the  presence  of  kings  Theologian.” 
and  queens  and  presidents  and  Will’s  kindred  at  Americans 
dictators.  He  treated  the  power-  United  for  Separation  of  Church 
fill  no  differently  than  the  com-  and  State  weighed  in,  too.  Refer- 
mon  people  he  met  becauat  as  wiring  the  Capitol  Rotunda  event, 
he  made  clear  many  times,  he  the  organization  said,  “We  respect 


The  Bible  speaks  of  how  men  will 
wander  away  from  the  truth  when  they 
turn  their  backs  on  God  (2  Tim.  4:2). 
Sure  enough,  movies  frequently  take  us 
down  a  fantastical  path  that  leads  to  no¬ 
where  because  their  makers  all  too  often 
disavow  the  existence  of  our  Creator. 

Ah,  but  there  are  artists  who  do 
acknowledge  the  Creator.  God  blest 
them.  America’s  Heart  and  Soul  (2004), 
Friendly  Persuasion  (1956).  Inside  Out 
(2015),  and  For  All  Mankind  (1989) 
quickly  come  to  mind  as  examples  of 
films  that  amuse  and  uplift 

However,  The  Tree  of  Life  (2011)  was 
my  choice  this  year  for  viewing  on  the 
night  of  the  Academy  Awards.  Directed 
by  the  inventive  Terrence  Malick  (Day* 
of  Heaven;  The  Thin  Red  Line),  ifaa  bit 
too  artsy  for  some  but  I  felt  R  was  appro¬ 
priate  for  the  night  Hollywood  pats  itself 


United  for 


on  the  back  while  telling  off  the  Republi¬ 
can  Party. 

The  Tree  of  life  is  a  thought -pro¬ 
voking  hymn  to  life,  an  impressionistic 
story  of  a  Midwestern  family  coping 
with  a  death,  embittered  relationships. 
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down  into  a 


When  they  arrived  at  Sher¬ 
wood  Church  in  the  early 
2000s,  Alex  ICendrick  could  see 
a  movie  in  his  bead  but  it  was 
“so  much  harder  to  pull  off  a 
two-hour  feature-length  story 
than  we  ever  imagined." 

"My  first  concept  was  not  sur¬ 
prisingly  something  with  a  lot  of 
action,  maybe  some  special  ef¬ 
fects,"  Alex  Kendrick  told  BP.  “It 
included  a  plot  where  a  character 
asks  God  to  reveal  Himself  to 


Kendrick  Brothers) 


in  time  and  he  sees  a  piece  of  the 
biblical  time  when  Jesus  was 
with  His  disciples,  and  he  sees 
Jesus  at  a  distance  doing  some  of 
His  miracles,  and  then  he  comes 
forward  in  time  as  if  in  a  coma. 

"The  more  I  prayed  about 
it,  the  more  the  Lord  dearly 
said,  ‘Alex,  this  is  your  idea,  not 
My  idea.’  Plus,  1  don’t  think  it 
would  have  been  sbootable  at 
the  stage  we  were  ait.  We  did  not 
have  mm  degrees.  We  did  not 
have  prior  professional  experi¬ 
ence  shooting  anything  other 
than  our  little  videos. 

Catt  told  the  brothers  they 
could  attempt  a  movie  if  it  ctidn  t 
hinder  their  staff  responsibilities, 
and  God  made  it  dear  to  Kend¬ 
rick  that  the  movie  should  be 
about  lordship. 

"At  the  time,  1  was  buying  a 
used  minivan  for  my  growing 
family,  and  when  1  went  through 


PROLIFIC  ARTISTS  —  After  Flywheel.  Alex  and  Stephen  Kend¬ 
rick  went  on  to  produce  Facing  the  Giants.  Fireproof,  Courageous, 
and  War  Room.  They're  stiH  astonished  at  how  God  used  their 
skills  and  tools  to  change  countless  lives  with  their  first  offering 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  Kendrick  Brothers) 

that  process  of  buying  the  mini-  saw  in  my  mind  was  way  bet- 
van  at  the  lot  [where!  we  ended  ter  than  what  I  was  lookir*g  at 


that  process  of  buying  the  mini¬ 
van  at  the  lot  [wherej  we  ended 
up  shooting  the  movie,  that’s 
when  it  hit  me  that  that  could 
be  the  setting  for  a  story  about 
lordship,  so  mat  developed  into 
the  Flywheel  plot,  which  was  at 
a  shootable  level,  meaning  there 
were  no  special  effects,  there 
were  no  explosions  or  car  chase 
scenes  or  anything  like  that.” 

The  2003  film,  named  for  an 
auto  engine  key  component,  was 
mostly  dramatic  with  the  story 
captivating  audiences  more  than 
the  film  quality. 

"I  remember  He  humbled  me 
so  quickly  because  the  movie  I 


ter  than  what  1  was  looking  at 
on  the  monitor,"  Alex  Kendrick 
said.  "I  used  to  criticize  cheesy 
Christian  movies,  thinking  I 
could  do  so  much  better,  until  I 
tried  to  make  one  and  I  learned 
just  how  hard  it  is  to  do  It  ef¬ 
fectively  but  we  did  bathe  that 
process  in  prayer,  and  the  Lord 
—  in  spite  of  our  meager  skill 
level  —  still  used  it,  and  it  sold 
over  a  million  DVDs  worldwide 
in  numerous  languages." 

Flywheel  holds  a  special  place 
in  the  Kendrick  brothers’  hearts, 
he  said,  because  God  brought 
more  fruit  from  it  than  they 


r,.riw,inmp^aMi  i  ■pm  — 

EtfWFiyurissi  if 

fictional  story  of  a  dishonest 
used  car  salesman  who  comes 
to  know  Christ  and  changes 
the  way  he  operates  his  busi¬ 
ness.  risking  financial  ruin  to 
uphold  his  integrity  The  film 
had  a  budget  of  onfy  $20,000 
and  used  church  members  as 
the  cast  and  production  crew, 
but  went  on  to  sell  more  than 
one  million  OVDs  worldwide 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  Kendrick 
Brothers) 

imagined.  Used  car  lots  across 
the  nation  give  away  the  movie 
when  someone  bought  a  car  be¬ 
cause  that’s  the  standard  of  in¬ 
tegrity  for  which  they  want  to  be 
known,  Alex  ICendrick  said. 

A  company  in  Dalton,  Ga., 
the  carpet  capital  of  the  world, 
has  a  group  of  businessmen  who 
get  together  and  call  themselves 
the  Flywheel  group  because  they 
challenge  each  other  to  operate 
at  that  level  of  integrity'  ana  lord- 
ship,  he  said. 

Christian  television  networks 
still  air  Flywheel,  which  sur¬ 
prises  Alex  Kendrick  because 
the  production  quality  is  not  in 
today’s  high-dennrtion  techni¬ 
cal  standard. 

"It’s  standard  definition,  and 
there’s  nothing  visually  impres¬ 
sive  about  Flywheel  at  all.  If 
anything,  I  think  the  story  grabs 


was  Detier 
than  Flywhe#.  ♦****»♦« 

**•  "Remember,  Waf  Room  was 
the  No.  l  movie  at  the  box  office 
in  its  second  weekend  in  2015. 
That’s  an  accomplishment  that 
many  well-known  Hollywood 
directors  havm’t 'Achieved.  The 
Kendricks  also  have  been  mod¬ 
els  of  humility,  giving  all  credit 
to  God  while  working  to  help 
raise  up  the  next  generation  of 
filmmakers." 

Beginning  with  Fireproof,  the 
Kendrick  brothers  employed  a 
few  young  Christum  filmmakers 
who  went  on  to  make  their  own 
films.  The  Erwin  brothers  left 
the  Courageous  set  and  made 
October  Baby,  Mom’s  Night  Out, 
and  1  Can  Only  Imagine. 

For  War  Room,  the  Kendrick 
brothers  enlisted  20  Christian 
college  film  students  who  were 
studying  the  craft. 

Alex  and  Stephen  Kendrick 
were  the  executive  producers  for 
like  Arrows,  a  Family  Life  pro¬ 
duction  about  biblical  parenting 
set  for  wide  release  in  theaters 
May  1  and  3.  The  brothers  plan 
to  shoot  their  next  film,  with  an 
undisclosed  theme,  this  spring 
and  summer. 

"The  power  of  a  story  has  al¬ 
ways  impacted  culture,"  Alex 
Kendrick  told  BP.  "..Jesus  told 
parables  as  the  ramp-up  to 
share  truth.  That’s  the  way  we 
view  our  movies.  We  want  each 
of  our  films  to  draw  the  viewer 
to  a  closer  walk  with  the  Lord." 
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How  many  of  you  have  thought 

about  how  often  your  day  doesn’t 
go  the  way  you  planned  it?  It 


may  not  be  any  earth-shaking  thing 
that  you’ve  got  in  mind,  andrt  may  not 
be  something  that  urgent  that  has  to 
be  done  that  day,  but  as  you  start  your 
day  or  think  about  the  day  before,  you 
probably  have  in  mind  several  things  that 
you  need  to  accomplish.  Maybe  some  by 
noon  and  some  in  the  afternoon,  but  how 
many  times  does  that  get  altered?  You 
maybe  one  of  those  methodical  people 
who  outlines  the  whole  day  and  you  nave 
five  things  that  you  need  to  get  done  that 
morning  and  seven  things  that  afternoon. 

For  me,  I  do  have  a  series  of  things 
that  I  want  to  accomplish  or  at  least  ad¬ 
dress  during  the  day.  They  may  be  meet¬ 
ings.  They  may  be  readings.  They  may  be 
places  I  need  to  speak  or  people  I  with 
whom  1  need  to  talk,  but  almost  without 
exception  if  I  think  I’m  going  to  get  them 
done  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven, 
eight,  they  end  up  something  like  four, 
eight,  one,  three,  and  several  left  over. 

There  are  some  people  that  just  reaDy, 
really  become  a  nervous  wreck  because 
life  doesn’t  fit  in  their  systematic  plan. 

They  genuinely  get  upset  by  it  Tney  live 
in  perpetual  anxiety  and  heartburn.  Yet 
the  fact  is  we  do  not  know  what  a  day 

holds.  I  so  often  think  of  James  in  his  lit-  - 

tie  book  toward  the  end  of  the  Bible  when  °^>er  da; 
he  said,  “Came  now.  you  who  say,  Today  fi®d  whil 
or  tomorrow  we  will  go  to  such  and  a  1  -  , 

city,  spend  a  year  there,  buy  and  sell,  and  that  was 
make  a  profir ;  whereas  you  do  not  know  edge  of  ti 

what  will  happen  tomorrow.  For  what  is 

your  life?  It  is  even  a  vapor  that  appears  ^  

for  a  little  time  and  then  vanishes  away”  Just  to  have  some 

(James  4:13-14).  The  truth  is,  we  don’t  he  went 
For  that  reason,  James  goes  on  to  say 
in  the  fourth  chapter,  verse  15,  “Instead 
you  ought  to  say ,  ‘  If  the  Lord  wills,  we 
shall  live  and  do  this  or  that.**  In  aD 
truthfulness,  it  doesn’t  always  come  out 

the  way  we  think  it  might.  We  trust  God.  _ 

We  try  to  live  somewhat  flexible  and  trust  »nH 
the  Lord  to  lead  us  because  it  is  so 
to  get  upset,  frustrated,  ill -temper* 


or  tee  frustrations  of  just  trying  to  hit 
the  thing  fairly  straight,  but  when  you’ve 
got  to  deal  with  the  monkey’  population, 
ft’s  even  more  difficult.  The  people  who 
played  the  course  that  day  as  every  day 
would  just  begin  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  they  would  have  to  hit  their  ball 
wherever  the  monkey  throws  it. 

The  fart  is  that  for  nearly  all  of  us, 
life  is  somewhat  like  that.  Every  one  of 
us  is  going  down  the  fairway  of  life  and 
suddenly  realize  that  something  has 
affected  the  steps  ahead  and  the  next 
shot  in  life.  Sure  enough,  the  monkeys 
have  been  on  the  course.  There  are  some 
amazing  things  that  can  take  place  when 
God  changes  the  course  in  your  life  each 
day.  Things  that  can  either  frustrate  you 
orbless  you.  Tilings  that  can  change  the 
twists  and  turns  of  your  road  ofhfe  and 
take  you  down  a  path  that  is  filled  with 

new  sights  and  new  joys  and  new  people 
and  new  opportunities.  Some  of  you  may 
never  see  those  things.  Some  of  you  may 
never  come  to  emoy  the  monkeys  of  life 

throwing  your  ball  around  on  tne  course, 


Play  the  Ball  Where 
the  Monkey  Throws  It 


like  we  thought  that  it  vrofcki  or  should 
or  could.  It  rarely  does,  90  get  in  line 
with  the  Lord  and  let  Him  help  you  when 
life  isn’t  working  out  like  you  thought 
it  would  or  intruding  events  or  shock¬ 
ing  changes  bring  you  to  a  point  where 
you  just  don’t  know  what  to  do  with  life 
because  it  is  so  topsy-turvy. 

A  friend  of  mine  was  telling  me  the 
■day  about  an  experience  that  he 
had  while  on  a  mission  trip  in  Africa,  a 
country  where  they  were  had  a  large  dty 
vrzp  jiroud  of  its  golf  course  on  the 

. _ area.  Though  he 

was  not  a  golfer,  some  of  the  folks  there 
wanted  to  go  play  golf  one  afternoon. 

*  ip  with  them. 

He  got  out  on  the  golf  course  and  saw 
something  that  was  really  strange.  There 
were  signs  all  over  the  golf  course  that 
said,  “Play  the  BaU  Where  the  Monkey 
Throws  It”  He  asked  what  that  was 
about,  and  later  on  be  would  find  out 
— 1 9ee  what  it  meant  The  problem  was 
that  the  golf  course  had  areas  around 
it  that  had  monkeys  everywhere.  Just 
regular,  wild  monkeys  that  lived  in  that 


area.  The  monkeys  would  come  out  on 
the  golf  course  and  they  were  fascinated 
with  the  little  white  ball  teat  came  flying 
through  the  air  and  landed  near  them  or 
even  went  on  the  green  and  the  monkeys 
would  run  out  there  and  grab  the  golf  bafl 
andterow  it  somewhere. 

course  Eadfcied  several  fiSir^  to  get  rid 
of  the  monkeys.  They  had  even  built  a 
fence.  I  don't  know  what  kind  of  fence  it 
was,  but  they  buflt  a  fence  around  tee  golf 
course  trying  to  keep  the  monkeys  out.  I 
suppose  they  didn’t  Know  that  a  monkey 
could  climb  on  a  fence,  but  it  didn’t  work. 

They  had  also  tried  noisemakers  to  scare 
the  monkeys  of£  but  it  had  no  affect  at 
»U.  Many  of  the  people  who  regularly  ouuiMuuuBraiwv 

there ^otiipsetbceaiise where  around  andaboirt 
they  hit  their  ball  ts  not  where  the  ball 
was  when  they  had  to  hit  the  second  and 
third  time.  The  monkeys  would  run  out 
there,  get  the  bafl,  throw  it  to  the  other 
side  of  tee  fairway,  or  off  the  golf  course. 

After  trying  one  thing  after  another  to 


at  work  again  in  my  daily  routine.  Go 
with  the  flow.  Go  with  God  in  the  midsi 
of  what  He  has  in  store  for  you.  Watch 
carefully  and  you  may  see  a  bright  and 
shining  blessing  just  ahead. 


Minor  removed  for  'transition'  despite  objections 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (BP)  -  An 

Ohio  couple  lost  permanent 
custody  Fet>.  16  of  their  teenage 
daughter  because  they  didn’t 
want  her  to  undergo  sex -change 
treatment. 

Cincinnati -area  Juvenile 
Court  Judge  Sylvia  Hendon  re¬ 
moved  the  girl  from  her  parents’ 
custody  and  tumedrier  over  to 
her  maternal  grandparents  who 
support  the  17-year-old’s  desire 
to  identify  as  a  male.  The  teen 
moved  in  with  her  grandparents 
early  last  year. 

Tne  names  of  the  girl,  her 
parents,  and  her  grandparents 
are  sealed  by  court  order. 

The  girl  was  first  hospital¬ 
ized  in  2016  and  diagnosed 
with  gender  dysphoria,  depres¬ 
sion,  and  an  anxiety  disorder. 
The  gender  clinic  at  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  Children’s  Hospital  Medical 
Center  recommended  hormone 
therapy  treatment  but  the  par¬ 
ents  refused,  saying  they  (hd  not 
think  it  was  in  their  child’s  best 
interest  and  instead  wanted  to 
pursue  Christian  counseling  to 


“get  to  the  underlying  causes”  of 
their  daughter’s  desire  to  switch 
genders,  according  to  The  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Enquirer. 

In  November  2016,  the  girl 
contacted  a  crisis  chat  service 
and  reported  suicidal  thoughts 
because  of  her  parents’  opposi¬ 
tion  to  a  gender  change.  Hamil¬ 
ton  County  Job  and  Family  Ser¬ 
vices  took  teraporaiy  custody  of 
the  girl  and  placed  ner  with  her 
grandparents. 


in  Hamilton  County  Juvenile 
Court  at  the  end  of  January,  the 
medical  team  from  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  gender  clinic  said  removing 
the  girl  from  the  custody  of  her 
parents  was  “a  possible  life-or- 
death  situation  due  to  the  se¬ 
verity  of  her  depression,  accord¬ 
ing  to  CNN. 

The  medical  team  said  the 
girl  has  been  improving  since 
living  with  her  grandparents  due 
to  therapy,  and  that  hormone 
treatment  was  the  only  option  to 
decrease  the  risk  of  suicide. 

"What  we  want  to  do  in  the 


tion,”  said  Jeffrey  Cutcher,  tee 
grandparents’  attorney.  “We 
don’t  want,  to  be  planning  for 
a  funeral.” 

The  county  prosecutor  and  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  girl  and  the  grand¬ 
parents  contended  that  anything 
other  than  full  openness  to  hor¬ 
mone  therapy  and  gender  transi¬ 
tion  would  deny  the  girl  appro¬ 
priate  medical  care. 

A  pediatrician  featured  in 
CNN’ s  coverage  of  the  case  com¬ 
pared  it  to  parents  refusing  to 
give  their  asthmatic  child  an  in¬ 
haler,  but  that  is  unscientific  ac¬ 
cording  to  Michelle  Cretella,  the 
president  of  the  American  Col¬ 
lege  of  Pediatricians. 

“A  child  suffering  from  gen¬ 
der  dysphoria  has  a  fixed  belief 
contrary  to  physical  reality.  This 
is  a  delusion,"  Cretella  told  The 
Christian  Port,  noting  there  is 
no  long-term  evidence  to  show 
that  encouraging  a  child’s  gen¬ 
der  transition  prevents  suicide, 
and  Tt  is  taore  likely  that  what- 


' Since  there  are  no 
long-term  studies 
regarding  the  use  of 
puberty  blockers  and 
crosseex  hormones 
in  young  children  and 
teens,  this  entire 
enterprise  is,  by 
definition,  an  experiment 
upon  a  minor  —  and  a 
dangerous  one  at  that, 
given  the  lifelong, 
permanent  side  effects. ' 

Michelle  Cretella 


American  Coll 


Pediatricians 


ever  has  caused  the  child’s  de¬ 
pression  and  suicidal  thoughts 


phoria.” 

Cretella  added,  “Since  there 
are  no  long-term  studies  regard¬ 
ing  the  use  of  puberty  Mock¬ 


ers  and  cross-sex  hormones  in 
young  children  and  teens,  this 
entire  enterprise  is,  by  defini¬ 
tion,  an  eraeriment  upon  a  mi¬ 
nor  —  and  a  dangerous  one  at 
that,  given  the  lifelong,  perma¬ 
nent  side  effects." 

A  report  released  last  year 
pointed  to  the  significant,  long¬ 
term  physical  and  psychological 
risks  associated  with  hormone 
treatment  in  minors,  including 
the  inability  to  transition  back, 
permanent  sterilization,  heart 
disease,  and  cancer. 

Before  Friday’s  decision,  Cre¬ 
tella  said  a  ruling  in  favor  of  the 
“ideologically-driven  gender 
clinic”  would  be  a  tremendous 


College  of 

president 


from  all  aspects  of  this  soda!  and 
medical  experiment.” 

Editors  note:  The  article  first 
appeared  at  WORLD  Digital ,  a 
division  of  WORLD  Magazine 
(workbnag.com)  based  in  Ashe 
v€k,  N.C.  Used  by  permission. 
Edited  for  style. 
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IT’S  2018! 

_ <T 


Time  to  apply  for  scholarships  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation! 

Our  policy,  deadline,  and  applications  have  changed. 
PlecV.p  visit  our  website  to  review  the  2018  policy 
and  submit  an  application  before  April  30. 

Call  us  at  601.292.3210  or 
Visit  www. msbaptistfoundation.org  for  more  info. 


PASTOR/lEADERSH  I 

DEVELOPMEN  T 

B (VOCATIONAL  PASTORS  -  SAVE  THE  DATE 

P/LD  is  excited  to  host  Bivocational  Pastors/ 
Wives  Dialogue  Dinners  in  201 8!  The  purpose  is 
to  discuss  new  strategies  for  resourcing  Bivo  pas¬ 
tors  throughout  our  state  based  on  2017  survey 
results. 

Join  us  at  one  of  the  following  locations: 

•  March  8  -  Meridian  »  April  1 9  -  Grenada 

•  April  5  -  Hattiesburg  •  April  26  -  Gulfport 

•  April  12  -  Flowood 

For  additional  information,  contact  the  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  Department  at  vdary@mbcb.org  or  601-292-3305. 


2018 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


SPEAKERS’ 

TOURNAMENT 


Voung  Musicians  Honor  Choir 
CONCERT 

Saturday,  April  21, 2018 
6:30  p.m. 

Brandon  Baptist  Church 

Contact  tho  Church  Musk  Department  at  601-292-S267 
for  more  Information. 


BRANDON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BRANDON 

SATURBAY.  APRIL  14. 2018 
REGISTRATION:  10:00  AM 

* 'SPEECHES  DUE  TUESDAY,  APRIL  3** 

CONTACT  DISClPUSHtP  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY  AT 
tPRES$ON(<T'MBCB  ORG  OR  60 1  292  3?84 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


I 


_ _ _ 


SMACK  Camp 

(Summer  Music  A  Arts  Camp  for  Kids) 

•  July  1<M4,  MU  •  July  1741,  2018 

Pwrt  Mwr  Community  Collogo  Bluo  Mountain  Colfcg* 
oplarvill*,  MS  Muo  Mountain,  MS 

SMACK  camp  it  dotignod  for  kids  who  havo 
complotod  3rd -4th  grodot. 

—  Contact  th»  Churdt  Mmk  Popf  r  t  frrr  ngfcti  atiujt  fcwu 
•nd  men  informtion  «  601-292-J267  or  vM 
Mta;//www.m6<*.org/c#lur^ 


Mississippi  Baptist  Handbell  Festival 

April  13-14,  2018 

First  Baptist  Church,  Raymond  . 

Contact  the  Church  Music  Department  at  cwtaytorQmbcbjorg  or  601.292.3267  for  more  information. 


STATE  BIBLE 
DRILLS 

Weekday  Drill* 

2:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Saturday  Drill  - 
10:00  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m. 


Tuesday,  April  17 
FBC,  McComb 
Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada 

Thursday,  April  19 
Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 
Carterville  BC,  Petal 

Saturday,  April  21 
Crossgates  BC,  Brandon 
Poplar  Springs  Dr, 
Meridian 


Tuesday,  April  24 
FBC,  Madison 
Hillcrest  BC,  New  Albany 

Thursday,  April  26 
FBC, 'Star  kville 
North  Oxford  BC,  Oxford 

Saturday,  April  28 
FBC,  Clinton 
(Selection  Tournament) 


Visit  http://www.mbcb.org/ 
bible-dtill/  for  more  details 
and  resources 

Contact  the  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department 
at  tpresson@mbcb  org  for 
more  info 


2018  VBS  Kickoff 

March  23-24. 2018 

Oaraywa  Camp  8  Conference  Center 
Friday,  March  23 

7:00  p.m.  Worship  Rally  I  8:18  p.m.  Breakout  Sessions 
Saturday,  March  24 

•:00  a.m.  - 12:00  p.m.  Breakout  Sessions  8  Expo 

Visit  www.mbcb.erB  to  resist**,  or  contact  the  Sundey  School/ 
Smell  Groups  Deportment  at  *llndtarin#mbcb.orB  for  more  Info. 


xw  lUli  w  m 

i  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
SENIOR  ADULT  CHOIR  FESTIVAL 


HeariSong  Music  Youth  Camp 

(6ih-  12th  Graders) 


5.8.18 

McLaurin  Heights  Baptist  Church 

Register  at  https://tinyur1.com/SenAdultChoirFest  and  contact 
Church  Music  at  601*292-3267  for  more  information. 


March  9  -  March  22,  2018 


‘ prapihp^a/  a// //htes  /ft  /h  Spiri/. . .  7?  /ka/ eft//  hep  a/er/ 
lei/k perseverattee,  toAhfte>snpp//cA//pftfer  a// /ke  sa/h/s.  . .  ' 
epbs/Ahs  £:/&  (esi/) 


■anPeo- 

church 


Pray  for  Timothy  & 
Rooocca  Light' 
soy,  missionaries 
mintslaring  to  Ameri¬ 
can  Peoples  through 
strategy  coordination 
&  church/home  out- 


Pray  foe  Susan 

Jones,  mission 

ary  minatering  to 
East  Aslan  Peopte 
through  student  e 
gelism 


Pray  for  Millard 
Jonas,  missionary 

ministering  to  Euro¬ 
pean  Peoples  thre  ugh 
student  evangelism 


is-  missionaries  minister- 

in  ing  to  European  Peo- 

theo-  pies  through  church 

i  &  planting  &  church/ 

V  home  outreach  evarv 


reach  evangelism 


missionaries  minister 
ing  to  Sub-Saharan 
African  Peoples 
through  church  plant¬ 
ing  &  church/home 
outreach  evangelism 


ministering  to  Euro¬ 
pean  Peoples  through 

church  planting 


ministering  to  Euro-  tawing  to  American 

P®an  Peoples  through  Peoples  through 

church  planting  regional  office  sup 

&  church/home  ou 
reach  evangelism 


ing  to  European  Peo- 

planfrn?J^xnmunity 

outreacn/encounter 


Miss  Addie  Grace  Putnam  Miss  AJana 

5/16/00  5/18/11 

Parents:  Tracey  &  Genie  Parents:  J  &  M 

European  Peoples  Restricted 


Miss  Anna  Claire 
5/23/01 
Parents:  J  &  P 
Restricted 


Mr.  Reed  R. 
5/26/14 
Parents:  i  &SK 
Restricted 


Mr.  Cruz  White 
5/26/10 

Parents:  David  &  Regina 
American  Peoples 


»  To  Be  Sent  April  24,  2018,  by  th«WMU  Office 

rt  f ASF  .VOTE  THE  77MfNG»  Thank  you  (ot  rout  lot*  and  mppon  m f  MKt  by  tending  Knhday  canU  flecj  u«  of  the  tending 
there  at  a  need  ns net  catda  teat  a  month  ahead  of bittbday.  Aatvon  at  ;he  Mai  n  mike  baptist  tiecord.  pieatetettd  the  tarda  anJ  not 


Mr  C.S 
5/29/03 

Parents:  S  &  M 
Global  Resource  Team 


NO Tfj  Chuich  member t  mar  tend  a  pud 
pottage  tumps  when  amt  ts  »  packaoe  tm  ■ 
KMt  StXJL’kn%  omit  wilt  be  fvnmtdna 


BAPTISTS 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MINISTRY 
ASSISTANTS  CONFERENCE 

GARAVWA  •  MARCH  11-30.  301  1 

HOW  TO  REGISTER: 

¥••11  www.tinyurl.csm/201SMACsnf 


Contact  tho  Paotor/loodarahip  Davalopmont  Dspsrtmsnt 
at  vclaryMmtwb.orf  for  mors  Information 


DUBE  KMFSS 


BiB-L  iOCi  _P  FIEP 


HR  RBHR  IAVSHX  KBRVSNSWT  ORX 
ASUH  WBN  XR  GW  UETW  EO  ASKA 
MVSWHX;  GDX  AW  XAEX  HEST  DOXR 
ASU,  XARD  EVX  UJ  HRO,  XR  TEJ  AEZW 
S  GWKRXXWO  XAWW. 

AWGVWPH  NSZW:  NSZW. 

Clue:  Z  *  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge,  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution ,  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puxzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puxzle: Romans  10:9 

By  Chariot  Marx.  1932-2004. 0  2005 


MS  POSITIONS 


Just  for  the  Record 


M  t  *  a 


-■B 

m 


NEW  LIBERTY 
CHURCH, 
MORTON,  held 

their  annual 
Children's 
Mission  Day  m 
February.  John 
Yates  brought 
the  message  ' 
with  help  from 
his  puppets.  The 
children  worked 
on  five  separate 
mission  protects. 


The  SCOTT  COUNTY  WMU  hosted  a  supper  for  their  recent  fashion  models  along  with  their  moth¬ 
ers  and  grandmothers  Francis  Sullivan.  Balk  representative,  was  pert  of  one  of  the  businesses  that 
provided  clothing  for  the  girts'  fashion  runway  show.  Melissa  Prestage  spoke  about  the  important  rales 
of  being  a  mother  and  grandmother 

In  other 
Church 
News: 


will  host  the 
Mike  LeFevre 
Quartet  Mar. 
11. 6  D.m.  Love 


RIVERPORT  CHURCH, 
GREENVILLE,  celebrated  Butch 
NoMin'j  first  anniversary  as  pastor 
He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Patricia. 


Four  the  King,  a  quartet  from  Southwest  Mis-  concert  Mar 
sttsippi  Community  College,  sang  Feb.  27  at  n  i0  turn.  Love 
CALVARY  CHURCH,  SUMMIT.  Amta  AJ-  offering.  James 
axander.  LI  FE  organizer  Mike  Bums,  pastor  Taylor,  pastor. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
CONDOS  OULF  SHORES  A  ORANGE 

BEACH,  AL.  Rant  direct  from  Christian 
Family  0 were,  lowest  prices  on  the  Beach. 

guifshorescondos  com  251-666* 
4935, 205-556-0368, 251-752-2366 
NEEDS)  PARK  PASTOR  *****  Pos>- 
bon.55  ♦  RV  Resort  Community,  Mission  TX 
Jen  -Mach  2019.  Cefl  1-662-2100458 


M  A  WINK  CLEANING  SERVICE  OFFERS 
AFFORDABLE.  QUALITY  CLEANING 
SERVICES  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH.  Cel 
601-324-9104  lor  e  complementary  quote 
GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Hearth 
Insurance  and  Medicare  jupriementi  Cel 
1-600-541-6196  or  He*  wwwfumerlneuren- 
ssOWmam  . 

CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTMATE3:  Dare  UphoMery.  Quitman 
Miss.,  phone  60l-7’6-66r 


WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT.  jg^T.  AVAVBLt:  ..W* 

P ny  piwMilAfk  Mnnk&N  rw  A  Die  uOiwivfil  DeRM  Pi^nry  sVBleOlB  IvT 

601^*24052  Al  ton*  Improw—nH. 

efS~*iA  Ii*-|  Armtn  «n^  a  BfiWI,  YBCmfOti  rfS,  SB  )-  »UU  nlM  iBM 

v  -  .  _  or  namesoury  ueacon  or  noruy  oveei 

2?  2J5;  *L™™"'*'**!  Mu  Church  Graduate  of  New  Orleans 

wwrsjecta.  room  eddHons  lichen  A  **  Fu«*  Thsoiogicsl  Semher- 


STAINE0  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  ser*>i  jnmportant  Contact  Nm  *  601-406-4606 
MS  t  AL  since  1992  Cal  600-605-2970  or  bermyhomsby  com 


College  News 


The  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  Alpha  Chi  National  Coiege  Honor  Society  inducted  30  new 
members  on  Jan  31  Pictured  on  the  front  row  are  officers  Krystal  Broyvn.  Neetu  Regmi.  President  Ian  Pitt¬ 
man.  Vice  President  B nan  Ck*s.  Secretary  Lydia  Howard.  Mikayla  Giles.  Haley  Brglane  Inductees  pictured 
are  (second  row.  from  left)  Hannah  Beech.  Ashieigh  Blakeney.  Rachel  Padgett.  Jewel  Shirley.  Alexandra 
Green.  Pnscita  Renard.  Brooke  Lane.  Haley  Cooley,  and  sponsor  Read  Drket  (third  row)  Caleb  Golson  Blaze 
Burkenstock.  Sari  Lada.  Susan  Neville.  Emrfy  Enne.  Austin  Hannah.  Logan  Dowdy  Savannah  Saucier.  Emily 
Cooc  Alexa  Fisher  Mikaela  Green,  sponsors  E\rerett  Roerk  and  Tom  Richardson  Students  not  pictured  Abigail 
Alldredge.  Emma  Cotney,  Mary  Denton.  James  Hemng.  Joshua  Knight,  Kathenne  Martin.  Rachel  Smith 
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GRAHAM 

cont.  from  p.  1 

Graham’s  pastor,  Don  Wil¬ 
ton  of  First  Cnurch  in  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.,  said  in  giving  the 
invocation,  “Mr.  Graham  had 
a  profound  and  deeply  spiri¬ 
tual  conviction  concerning  the 
Word  of  God,  the  Bible.  He 
loved  the  Bible.  It  governed 
how  he  lived,  and  it  governed 
how  he  died.  He  believed  the 
Bible  teaches  us  the  truth  about 
God  and  Christ  Jesus.* 

Other  Southern  Baptists  in 
attendance  included  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
President  Steve  Gaines,  senior 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in 
suburban  Memphis,  and  SBC 
Executive  Committee  President 
Frank  S.  Page 

Among  former  SBC  presi¬ 
dents  in  attendance  were: 

■  Ronnie  Floyd,  senior 
pastor  of  multi-campus  Cross 
Church  in  northwestern  Ar¬ 
kansas; 

■  Fred  Luter,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Franklin  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 

■  Johnny  Hunt,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  Woodstock 
in  Woodstock,  Ga. 

■  Jack  Graham,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Prestonwood  Churcn  in 
Plano,  Texas. 

■  James  Merritt,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Cross  Pointe  Churcn  in 
Duluth,  Ga. 

■  Charles  Stanley,  senior 
pastor  of  First  Church.  Atlanta. 

The  presidents  of  at  least 
five  SBC  entities  were  pres¬ 
ent:  Danny  Akin  of  Southeast¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.;  Chuck  Kelley  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary;  Paige  Patter¬ 
son  of  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Ft.  Worth;  David  Platt  of  the 
International  Mission  Board 
in  Richmond,  Va.;  and  Thom 
Rainer  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  in  Nashville. 

Billy  Kim,  former  president 
of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
and  Graham’s  translator  dur¬ 


ing  a  1973  crusade  in  Seoul, 
South  Korea,  was  among 
speakers  representing  the  in¬ 
ternational  scop4  of  Graham’s 


Kim  recalled  the  last  time  he 
saw  Graham.  He  said  the  aging 
evangelist,  whose  eyesight  ana 
hearing  were  failing,  told  him 
tongue  in  cheek,  “Lets  have  one 
more  crusade  in  Korea.* 

Kim  said  at  the  church  he 
restored  during  Graham’s 
Seoul  crusade,  “attendance  was 
a  mere  300.  Now,  after  your 
crusade,  there  were  more  than 
20,000  members.  The  rapid 
growth  of  the  megachurch 
movement  in  Korea  had  start¬ 
ed...  all  because  you  came  to 
preach  the  Word  to  our  people." 

Tributes  from  Graham’s 
children  included  recollections 
from  his  daughter  Anne  Gra¬ 
ham  Lotz  about  her  father’s 
practice  of  gathering  everyone 
in  his  home  for  family  devo¬ 
tions,  even  into  his  final  days  on 
earth.  Graham’s  daughter  Ruth 
Graham  told  how  her  father 
hugged  her  following  a  difficult 
divorce  and  greeted  her  with  the 
words  "welcome  home."  ' 
“There  was  no  shame," 
Ruth  Grahaj  a  said.  "There  was 
no  blame.  There  was  no  con¬ 
demnation,  just  unconditional 
love  and  you  know,  my  father 
was  not  God  but  he  showed 
me  what  God  is  like  that  day. 
When  we  come  to  God  with 
our  sin,  our  brokenness,  our 
failure,  our  pain  and  our  hurt, 
God  says  ‘welcome  home,’  and 


that  invitation  is  open  for  you." 

Graham’s  children  also  spoke 
of  his  love  for  his  wife  Ruth,  who 
died  in  2007.  His  sister  Jean 
Ford,  the  evangelist’s  only  liv¬ 
ing  sibling,  said  Billy  Graham’s 
death  reminded  her  of  the  song 
lyric,  "Heaven  came  down* 

Multiple  speakers  referenced 
Graham  s  longing  for  Heaven. 

The  last  tew  years,  he  be¬ 
came  rather  auiet.  This  last 
year  of  his  life  he  said  very 
little  at  all,  and  I  believe  that 
his  mind  was  on  Heaven,”  said 
Franklin  Graham. 

Franklin  Graham  also  noted 
“a  few  things  that  my  father 
would  want  me  to  share  with 
you  today,’  including  expla¬ 
nations  of  the  Gospel  and  that 
the  Bible  is  the  infallible  Word 
of  God. 

“The  world,  with  all  of  its  po¬ 
litical  correctness,  would  want 
you  to  believe  that  there  are 
many  roads  to  God,*  Franklin 
Graham  said.  “It’s  just  not  true. 

"...My  father  would  want  me 
to  share  this  with  you  todf 
that  God  sent  His  Son,  His  on 
Son  from  Heaven  to  this  ear 
to  take  our  sins,  and  He  took  our 
sins  to  the  cross  and  He  died  in 
our  place.  He  shed  His  blood  for 
each  and  every  ongof  you. 

“Hell  come  into  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  heart  that  invites  Him  and  if 
well  repent  of  our  sins  and  by 
faith  believe  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Bible  says 
we  will  be  saved.  Daddy,  I  won’t 
see  you  on  this  earth  again  but  I 
will  see  you  again." 


MSL4  udio  llc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


TYooper  Hales 

info@msaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton,  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
*•*  and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published . 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  B  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  mailed  AH  articles  must  be 
^  received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
«r>  who.  what,  whan,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


via  email  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weiMighted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  build¬ 
ing-,  or  object-only  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wiR  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  tow  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  ts  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wiR  be  published,  and  unsofccited 
material  wiR  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
AH  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  aR 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date.  Articles  that 
are  not  date  sensitive  wil  be  published  on  a 
space-available  bass.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  38206-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292- 
3330.  Email:  bapristrecord+mbcb  org 


Prophecy  Conference 
At 

Wheeler  Grove  Baptist  Church 
March  22-23 
With 

Dr.  Robert  JefTress, 

Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  Dallas,  TX 


‘  Tkurwhv  March  22 
Pvrttmg  me*l-hp«n 
Lovdace  Family  singing -6  45 
Message  "N*  Left  Behind!  by  Dr  Jeffress-7pm 
Break- 7  45pm 

Message  Rewards  la  Heaven*  by  Dr  Jeffire**-8pro 


Message  “How  Can  1  Prepare  Fas  My  Journey  To  Heaven*"  by  Dr  Jcfftess-lOam 
1-1  lam 


There  is  non 
If  you  would  like  to  register  online,  please  go  to  j 


nmi  ;i  iium . 

s  s;iid .  •*!  iini  tin  lit”  lit  of  the  world. 
Win  it*  tor  follows  nu*  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  lint  will  hate  tlu* 
light  nf  life."  i  John  Hr !  2 1 

Simply  share  the  following  prater 
with  find  in  tour  own  words: 


I  I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
I  <  i  hate  sinned. I 

ir  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  nit  sins 
^  and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  <  I  repent. i 
3.  I  Indies e  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grate  to  forgive  ms  sins 
and  to  restore  nit  relationship 
w  it  h  t  on.  <  I  hi  diet  e  in  Jesus.) 
4.  Bt  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  C  hrist 
into  mt  life.  From  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  lite  in  a  losing  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receise  Christ  as 
ms  Sat  ior  and  I  ,ord.) 


“But  as  mans  as  receised  him,  to  them  lie  gate 
tin*  right  to  become  children  of  Cod.  csen  to 
those  who  believe  in  Ins  name.**  (John  1:12) 
II  sou  make  a  decision  for  Christ  today.  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Sunday  School 


March  11,  2018 


Glorifying  God  •  1  Corinthians  6:12-20 


On  a  recent  Sunday  morning.  Matt 
and  Martha  Messiness  got  out  of 
their  car,  heading  into  the  building 
that  housed  their  Bible  study  classes. 
They'd  had  a  fast-food  meal  the  night 
before,  and  a  few  french  fries  had 
landed  on  the  floorboard.  Seeing  this, 
Matt  kicked  them  out  on  the  pave¬ 
ment.  Upon  entering  the  building, 
they  stopped  by  the  welcome  area  to 
grab  a  cup  of  coffee  and  donut.  No¬ 
ticing  the  small  trash  can  by  the  ta¬ 
ble  was  filled  to  overflowing,  Martha 
tossed  her  sugary  napkin  on  a  near¬ 
by  counter.  “Someone  else  can  take 
care  of  that,"  she  decided.  “Besides, 
I’ve  got  »  class  to  teach."  A  rainstorm 
during  the  morning  worship  service 
left  the  grassy  area  near  the  parking 
lot  soggy  ana  soft.  As  the  Messiness 
family  got  in  the  car,  they  were  in 
hurry  to  get  to  the  Chinese  buffet  be¬ 
fore  the  nearby  Methodist  church  let 
out,  so  Matt  steered  the  car  into  the 
grfcss  for  a  quick  exit.  “Oops,  my  bad," 
he  cringed  as  he  saw  the  deep  rut 
he  created. 

You  probably  wonder  where  I’m 
headed  with  this  comical  story.  If  this 
were  a  real  scenario,  we’d  all  agree 
this  couple  showed  neat  disrespect 
and  lack  of  care  for  the  church  prop¬ 
erty,  which  we  often  call  the  "house 
of  God.”  In  actuality,  our  bodies  are 
God’s  “house,”  and  as  such,  how  we 


treat  (or  mistreat)  them  is  of  great 
consequence.  The  eight  convicting 
verses  we’ll  examine  today  call  us  to 
consider  how  to  glorify  God  by  em¬ 
ploying  self-discipline  m  the  ways  we 
use  our  bodies. 

Paul  begins  today’s  focal  verses  by 
addressing  a  quote  some  in  the  church 
were  using  to  excuse  inappropriate 
behavior:  ^Everythin,  is  permissible 
for  me..."  (vs.  12  NIV).  Because  they 
had  freedom  in  Christ  some  wrongly 
concluded 
that  this 
freedom  al¬ 
lowed  them 
to  engage 
in  ungodly 
actions.  i 

Paul  coun-  *  with  Ann 

tered  with 
two  “huts": 

“but  not 
everything 

is  beneficiar  and  “but  I  will  not  be 
mastered  by  anything.”  Yes,  Christian 
liberty  does  bring  freedom,  but  only 
to  choose  those  things  beneficial  and 
that  will  not  lead  us  again  into  bond¬ 
age.  Romans  6  elaborates  on  these 
truths:  “Therefore  do  not  let  sin  reign 
in  your  mortal  bodies  so  that  you  obey 
its  evil  desires”  (vs.  12).  Further  in 
this  same  chapter,  Paul  builds  on  this 
premise:  “Surely  you  know  that  when 


you  give  yourselves  like  slaves  to  obey 
someone,  thenyou  are  really  slaves  of 
that  person.  Tne  person  you  obey  is 
your  master.  You  can  follow  sin,  which 
brings  spiritual  death,  or  you  can  obey 
God,  which  makes  you  right  with  him 
(vs.  16  NCV). 

“Food  for  the  stomach  and  the 
stomach  for  food”  was  another  saying 
these  carnal  believers  used  to  rational¬ 
ize  their  indulgence  in  fleshly  desires. 
Paul  counteredby  reminding  them  that 
both  the 

body  and 
food  would 

Explore ft  B  SFS& 

same  verse, 
Paul  nails 
down  a 
case  against 
sexual  sin. 
He  reminds 

these  believers  that  their  bodies  were 
part  of  Christ  (vs.  15).  He  challenges 
them  to  consider  the  reprehensible 
absurdity  of  taking  what  belongs  to 
Christ  and  joining  it  with  a  prostitute. 
When  two  come  together  in  sexual 
union,  it  is  as  they  are  “one  flesh”  (vs. 
16  NIV).  However,  our  union  with 
Christ  makes  us  “one  with  him  in  spir¬ 
it”  (vs.  iS). 

“Flee  from  sexual  immorality",  Paul 


sternly  warns  the  Corinthians.  The 
body  of  every  Christian  “is  a  temple  of 
the  Holy  Spirit",  the  apostle  reminds 
us  (vs.  19).  As  such,  we  are  not  our 
own,  "for  God  bought  [us]  with  a  high 
price’  (vs.  20  NCV). 

Today’s  lesson  concludes  by  say- 
*tng,  “honor  God  with  your  body”  (vs. 
20)-  So  how  we  can  do  that?  The  call 
to  sexual  purify  is  Paul’s  focus  here, 
but  as  we  consider  the  fact  we  actually 
house  Christ’s  Spirit,  we  should  avoid 
being  like  the  Messiness  family,  who 
didnYt  properly  care  for  their  place  of 
worship.  Honoring  God  with  our  (his) 
temple  can  include  getting  proper 
rest,  eating  healthily,  and  exercising, 
enabling  us  to  serve  God  better  (1  Cor¬ 
inthians  9:25-27).  Well  avoid  engag- 
„  ing  in  activities  and  going  places  that 
dishonor  the  Lord  (2  Timothy  2:22). 
Well  “clothe”  ourselves  properly  (Co¬ 
loss  ia  ns  3:12-14,  Ephesians  6:10-18). 
Meditating  on  who  we  belong  to  will 
cause  our  tongue  to  speak  words  of 
kindness  and  witness,  our  hands  to 
serve  graciously,  and  our  minds  to 
soak  up  Scripture,  that  our  feet  would 
walk  in  God’s  ways  (Psalm  119:133)* 
Which  of  these  areas  warrants  your 
closer  attention  in  the  coming  days? 

Ann  Maniscalco  is  a  member  of 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean 
Springs. 


Our  Healer  •  Exodus  14:29-31;  15:22-27 


Ralph  Henson  is  my  identical  twin 
brother.  We  were  bom  in  Meridian, 
where  be  still  lives,  serving  as  pastor 
of  both  Life  Baptist  and  Mountview 
Baptist.  Though  growing  up,  we  re¬ 
sented  each  other  as  we  each  strug¬ 
gled  for  independence,  over  the  years 
we  became  best  friends.  We  talk  on 
the  phone  daily  now. 

In  September  2016.  when  I  was 
diagnosed  with  Multiple  Myeloma,  a 
rare  blood  cancer,  my  wife  and  I  drove 
to  Meridian  to  tell  my  family.  For 
Ralph,  it  was  more  than  just  hearing 
baa  news,  for  1  asked  him  if  he  would 
be  willing  to  take  part  in  a  bone  mar¬ 
row  transplant.  He  immediately  said 
“Yes!  Whatever  I  can  do  to  help.”  No 
hesitation.  That  ia  a  true  friend.  Then 
he  asked  what  was  involved,  after  he 
agreed  to  do  it. 

The  transplant  was  in  August  2017. 
after  many  months  of  chemo  for  me. 
In  UMMC  hospital,  after  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  strong  chemo  for  two  days, 
which  killed  all  my  bone  marrow, 
stem  cells,  white  blood  cells,  red  blood 
cells,  and  platelets,  Ralph  had  surgery 
to  harvest  his  bone  marrow  and  stem 
cells.  They  made  four  incisions  across 
his  upper  pelvis  and  drilled  twenty 
holes  in  earn  one.  The  doctors  took 
a  third  of  his  bone  marrow  and  many 
stem  cells  from  the  eighty  holes  in  his 


hip  bones.  He  spent  the  night  in  the 
hospital  down  the  hall  from  me.  Ralph 
was  sore  for  a  week  or  so,  and  was  a 
little  anemic  for  a  few  months,  as  they 
expected.  He  is  stronger  every  day, 
though,  and  is  back  to  normal. 

The  same  day  Ralph  gave  his  bone 
marrow,  they  put  it  in  me  by  IV.  I  re¬ 
ceived  two  bags  of  bone  marrow  from 
him,  and,  over  a  few  weeks,  it  start¬ 
ed  grafting  to  my  then  empty  bones. 
His  marrow 


and  stem 
cells  are 
working, 
for  I  now 
have  nor¬ 
mal  blood. 

The  doctors 
are  very 

pleased, 
and  I  am 
so  grateful 

to  my  brother.  All  the  tests  reveal  no 
cancer  and  normal  blood.  I  was  healed 
by  the  blood,  though  this  was  not  the 
first  time  for  me. 

As  a  young  man,  I  was  cleansed 
by  the  blood  of  Jesus.  Ephesians  1:7 
reads,  “In  him  (Jesus)  we  have  re¬ 
demption  through  his  blood,  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  our  trespasses,  according 
to  the  riches  of  his  grace.’  So  I  was 
healed  spiritually  by  the  blood  of  Je- 


1  healed  physically  by 
Ralph's  blood.  I  rejoice,  for  I  nave 
twice  been  saved  by  the  Mood.  I  can 
truly  testify  that  there  is  power  in 
the  blood. 

From  all  over  Mississippi,  church 
members  prayed  for  me.  I  received 
more  cards  than  I  could  ever  answer. 
People  prayed  in  South  Korea,  Roma¬ 
nia,  ana  over  half  of  the  states  in  our 
union.  Most  of  the  prayers,  though, 

_ were  from 

Mississip- 
pians.  To 
those  in 

lies  for  Life  who  prayed 

Mick  Henson  \  tf£rank  me’ 

My 

tors  were 
amazed  at 


you. 

doc- 


my  progress 

and  healing,  but  I  was  not,  tor  I  knew 
I  was  lifteobefore  God’s  throne  daily 
by  some  awesome  believers.  Thank 
you  for  remembering  me  and  calling 
on  our  healing  God  on  my  behalf. 

One  of  Goa’s  many  Old  Testament 
names  is  Jehovah  Rophe,  or  the  Lord 
heals.  The  word  rophe  means  to  heal, 
restore,  or  cure.  God  delights  in  re¬ 
storing-broken  people  to  wholeness  in 
Christ.  He  proved  it  the  first  time  this 


name  of  God  was  used  in  the  Bible. 
The  Israelites  witnessed  God’s  great 
victory  over  the  Egyptian  army  yet 
complained  about  no  water  in  the  des¬ 
sert.  How  quickly  they  (and  we)  forgot 
would  God  can  do.  Exodus  15:23-24 
reads,  “And  when  they  came  to  Marsh, 
they  could  not  drink  of  the  waters  of 
Marsh,  for  they  were  bitter: ...  And  the 
people  murmured  against  Moses,  say¬ 
ing,  What  shall  we  drink?’  (KJV). 

God  told  Moses  to  place  a  particu¬ 
lar  tree  from  nearby  in  the  water,  and 
the  water  was  no  longer  bitter.  God 
miraculously  healed  the  bitter  water. 
They  drank  and  were  filled.  God  said 
to  them  in  Exodus  15:26,  “If  thou  wilt 
diligently  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the 
LORD  thy  God,  and  wilt  do  that  which 
is  right  in  his  sight,  and  wilt  give  ear 
to  ms  commandments,  and  keep  all 
his  statutes,  I  will  put  none  of  tn£se 
diseases  upon  thee,  which  I  have 
brought  upon  the  Egyptians:  for  I  am 
the  LORD  that  healeth  thee,’  (KJV). 
The  word  rophe  here,  also  means  doc¬ 
tor.  God  is  truly  the  Great  Physician, 
and  He  can  make  you  whole.  I  know 
firsthand,  for  Jesus  healed  my  body, 
and  Jesus  healed  my  soul. 


Henson  is  pastor 
Church,  Brandon. 


of  Oakdale 
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rency  to  give  to  cnurcnes  was 
among  the  high-tech  ideas  un¬ 
der  development  at  a  February 
workshop  at  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  in  Nashville. 

LifeWay  hosted  its  Code  for 
the  Kingdom  event  at  its  new 
Nashville  campus,  where  soft¬ 
ware  developers  worked  long 
hours  creating  technology  to 
serve  the  church.  Participants 
from  across  the  country  made 
gp-second  pitches  of  their  soft¬ 
ware  ideas  and  then  formed 
teams  to  work  on  projects 
throughout  the  weekend. 

Tim  Hill,  LifeWay's  senior 
vice  president  and  chief  infor¬ 
mation  officer,  told  attendees 
LifeWa/s  new  building  was  de- 

“WfTknew  wefwante? to  make 
collaboration  easy.  We  wanted 
this  facility  to  be  nigh- tech,  and 
it  is.’ 

Pitching  ideas 

Shamkhael  Hallman,  a  bivo- 
cational  pastor  from  New  Direc¬ 
tion  Christian  Church  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  presented  the  idea  of  an 
app  to  help  church  members 
use  their  spiritual  gifts.  ’Once  a 
person  has  taken  a  spiritual  gifts 
assessment,  I  want  to  populate 
a  list  of  church-specific  minis¬ 
tries  to  get  them  immediately 


YOUNG  PROGRAMMERS  -  (Left  photo)  Software  developers  (from  left)  Kimberly  Lannear.  Brantley  English.  Zach  Boatwright,  and 
Chance  Smith  collaborate  during  the  Code  for  the  Kingdom  event  in  February  at  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  in  Nashville  Their  pro¬ 
posed  app.  Gifted,  matches  people  with  ministry  opportunities  related  to  their  spiritual  gifts.  (Right  photo)  Three  eight-year-olds  at  the 
table  (from  left)  Tyson  Jones.  Theodore  Anderson,  and  Caden  Frith  assemble  and  program  a  robot  during  the  Young  Coders  Workshop 
in  February  at  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  in  Nashville  With  them  is  Caden's  father.  Chase  Frith.  (BP  photos) 


I  think  a  lot  of  drop-off  hap¬ 
pens  when  people  know  their 
gifts  but  don \  really  know  what 
to  do  with  them.’  Other  pitches 
inch*ded- 

■  Social  media  platform  to 
help  people  connect  over  topics 
related  to  sermons. 

■  App  for  exchanging  goods 
and  services  within  the  local 
church. 

■  Online  directory  of  church¬ 
es  that  contains  sermon  outlines 
and  online  giving  information. 

■  App  to  help  with  Scripture 


To  make  the  most  of  the  time. 


several  participants  brought 
sleeping  Dags  or  worked  all 
night  Teamwork  with  other  be¬ 
lievers  made  the  extended  hours 
enjoyable,  they  said. 

"The  ted)  industry  can  be  re¬ 
ally  intimidating."  said  Abby 
Fleming,  a  front-end  developer 
from  Lewisburg,  Tn.  ’Here,  if 
you  have  a  question,  you  can 
take  your  laptop  to  another  team 
and  ask  for  help.  It’s  not  about 
competition,  hut  collaboration." 

Hallman,  a  Code  for  the  King¬ 
dom  organizer  who’s  been  in¬ 
volved  since  the  inaugural  event 
in  2013,  agreed. 

“I’ve  been  to  non-Christian 
hackathons  where  there’s  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  winning  a 
prize,’  he  said.  ’Code  for  the 
Kingdom  is  more  about  help¬ 
ing  others.  I  love  seeing  the  cool 
projects  that  come  out  of  it* 

Youthful  coders 

While  teams  worked  on  their 
projects  Saturday  morning. 
LifeWay  simultaneously  hosted 
a  Young  Coders  Workshop  for 
kids  in  third  grade  and  up.  The 
workshop  introduced  kids  to  the 


basics  of  computer  program¬ 
ming  and  encouraged  an  inter¬ 
est  in  electronics  and  robotics. 

More  than  a  dozen  children 
worked  in  small  teams  with  their 
parents  to  create  robots  they 
could  control  via  smartphones. 

Brian  Ignatz,  who  attends 
Temple  Church  in  White  House, 
Tn.,  brought  his  daughter  Anna 
to  the  event  ‘She’s  into  coding 
and  robots  and  didn’t  want  to 
pass  this  up.  I’m  having  a  good 
time  too.  I  Like  watching  thelads 
engage  in  team-building.” 


Future  projects 

After  an  onsite  worship  ser¬ 
vice  on  Sunday  of  the  week¬ 
end,  the  six  teams  finished 
their  projects  and  assessed  the 
resuityirinc  four  criteria: 

■  Kingdom  impact:  Would 
this  product  serve  the  church 
and  equip  its  people? 

■  Viability:  Could  11)18*1)6  a 
real,  sought-after  product? 

■  Innovation/ originality:  Is 
there  a  unique  quality  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  software/ 

■  Completeness:  How  for  did 
they  get  vrith  their  project? 


Hallman  and  his  teammates 

—  fellow  Tennesseans  Stephen 
Bussard,  Zach  Boatwright,  Kim¬ 
berly  Lannear,  Brantley  English, 
and  Chance  Smith  —  won  first 
place  for  their  proposed  app. 
Gifted,  which  matches  people 
with  ministry  opportunities  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  strengths. 

Their  win  encouraged  them 
to  stay  in  touch  and  continue 
their  work  together.  “There  are  a 
few  tweaks  we  can  make,”  Bus- 
sard  said.  “We’re  happy  with  the 
front  end,  and  we  wuf  continue 
to  collaborate  online.” 

Conference  organizers  were 
pleased  with  the  weekend.  “We 
hope  they  continue  the  projects 

—  and  these  relationships  —  be- 
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yund  the  weekend,’  said  Adam 
Murray,  a  senior  software  engi¬ 
neer  at  LifeWay,  ’and  we  hope 
other  people  saw  a  preweet  they 
liked  and  thought  Td  like  to  see 
that  make  ft  to  the  finish  line.” 

Kevin  Old,  a  front-end  ar¬ 
chitect  who  came  on  board  at 
LifeWay  through  the  2016  Code 
for  the  Kingdom  event  said  it 
only  makes  sense  for  LifeWay  to 
sponsor  an  event  like  this. 

“We  need  sponsors  like  Life- 
Way  who  want  to  reach  people 
for  Christ’  Old  said.  ’We  have 
the  technology,  the  space,  and 
the  content  but  in  the  end,  it’s 
not  about  the  software.  It’s 
about  the  relationships  and  ft’s 
about  ministry.* 


Christian  software  takes  center  stage  for  weekend 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Bitcoin  in 
the  offering  plate?  Software  al- 
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